DZIVOJAMO EKU ARHITEKTURA UN PLANOJUMS AIZPUTE LIDZ PIRMAJAM
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Atslegas vardi: pilsétu attistiba, arhitektiiras véesture, koka ékas

Daudzu Latvijas mazpils€tu, tostarp
Aizputes vides raksturu galvenokart nosaka
saméra neliela meéroga senas koka celtnes.
Daudzviet tas veido kultirvesturiski nozimigus
apbiives ansamblus. Pilsétu koka arhitektara

ir savdabiga materialas kultdras paradiba.
Senas koka apbaves liktenus ietekméjusi
ugunsgreki, stihiskas nelaimes, karadarbiba,

tehniski nepareizi veikti remonti un nepardomatas
parbaves. Daudz koka eku ir zudis, un lidz ar to tiek
deforméta mazpilsétu arhitektoniskas savdabibas
kvalitate. Koka apbtves attistibas objektivo
likumsakaribu un lokalas savdabibas apzinasana
ir nepiecieSams priekSnoteikums kulttirvésturisko
vertibu saglabasanai un sekmigai pils€tu attistibai
nakotné.

Aizpute véstures gaita

Aizpute atrodas Tebras upes labaja krasta.
Tur, pie kadreizéja Rigas—Prasijas tirdzniecibas
cela I1dz 13. gadsimta vidum atradas nocietinata
kurSu pils Beida — senas kurSu zemes Bandavas
centrs, kas senos dokumentos apziméts ar vardu
Asseboten. Minéti arT citi nosaukumi — Asimpute
un Asenputte. Somugru valoda vardi Ase vai Ason
nozimé apdzivotu vietu. 1248. gada Livonijas
ordena mestrs Ditrihs fon Greningens (Dietrich
von Groningen) kursu senas koka pils vieta uzcéla
mara pili. Pie tas izveidojas miestinS [10, 59],
kas ieguva vacisku nosaukumu Hasenpoth. Kops
1295. gada tas kluva par Kurzemes biskapijas,
bet velak — par Piltenes apgabala centru [12, /48].
1378. gada Aizpute ieguva pilsétas tiesibas [9, §].
1585. gadatanonaca Polijas, bet velak —Zviedrijas
valdijuma [10, 59]. 1736. gada péc postosa méra
un kariem pilséta bija palikuSas tikai 48 ¢&kas,
ko kuram 10 nebija apdzivotas [8]. 19. gadsimta
pirmaja ceturksni tur bija 70 ar salmu jumtiem
segtas €kas, kuras dzivoja 800 iedzivotaju. Divas
treSdalas no tiem bija ebreji [2, 101], kuri saskana
ar talaika Krievijas likumiem drikst&ja dzivot tikai
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pilsétas. 19. gadsimta vida apbave bija attistfjusies
gar galvenajam — Kalvenes (tolaik Boju),
Jelgavas un Kuldigas — ielu (1. att€ls). Straujaks
pilsetas uzplaukums sakas péc dzelzcela linijas
Liepaja-Aizpute atklasanas 1897. gada. Apbuves
pamatmasu veidoja nelielas koka dzivojamas
€kas (2. attels) 3, 8], kuru arhitektara atspogulojas
gan sava laika arhitektaras stilu formala izteiksme,
gan lauku dzivojamajam €kam raksturigas tautas
celtniecibas iezimes (3. attéls) [6, 47].

Aizputes apbiives arhitektoniska savdabiba

Aizputes raksturigo ielu ainavu veido
perimetrala apbiive ar nelielam spraugam starp
atseviskam é&kam. AtSkiribas €ku augstuma un
zelminu un jumta formu veidojuma videi pieSkir
gleznainibu (4.-6. att€ls). Visintensivak apbuvéta
ir vecpilsetas senaka viduslaiku dala, rajons pie
dzirnavu dika, Liela iela lidz Boju un Jelgavas
ielas satekai, Kuldigas iela un Boju iela. Kato]u,
Pasta un Atmodas ielas sateka atradas tirgus
laukums.

Lielako daJu apbaves veido nelielas
vienstava dzivojamas €kas, kuru apbaves laukums
neparsniedz 100-200 m?. Augstakas &kas nav
raksturigas [6, /36], bet €ku lielums neatspogulo
to tipologiskas atskirtbas [6, 1/2-113]. Sena
tradicija ir ieeju dzivojamajas &kas uzsvert
ar margotu lieveni un ta prieksa iestadit divus
kokus. Dzivojamo €ku vidusdala aiz galvenas
ieejas parasti atradas apvalkddmenis (7. attéls).
Ta novietojums noteica raksturigos divdalfjuma
vai trisdalfjuma €ku planojuma tipus [4, 48-50].

Raksturigs  senas  dzivojamas  €kas
piemérs bija izteiksmé lakoniska un nosverti
stabila vienstava €ka ar divslipju jumtu Boju
(tagad Kalvenes) iela 11 (7. attels). Ta ieziméta
ap 1850. gadu izgatavotaja pilsétas plana, bet lidz
muasdienam nav saglabajusies. Ekas trisdalfjuma
plana centralaja dala atradas apvalkdamenis
ar pavarda telpu. Ieeja taja bija no pagalma puses



1. att. Aizpute 1831. gada [14]
Fig. 1. Aizpute in 1831 [14]

3. att. Aizpute 20. gs. sak. [14]
Fig. 3. Aizpute in early 1900-ies [14]

_

5. att. Liepajas iela 1909. gada [14]
Fig. 5. Liepajas iela in 1909 [14]
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2. att. Liela iela 1909. gada [1]
Fig. 2. Liela iela (street) in 1909 [1]

4. att. Kuldigas iela. [9]
Fig. 4. Kuldigas iela [9]

6. att. Boju iela 20. gs. sak. [1]
Fig. 6. Boju iela in early 1900-ies [1]

7. att. Dzivojama €ka Boju (tagad Kalvenes) iela 11 (nav saglabajusies) un €kas plans [1]
Fig. 7. Dwelling house at Boju (now Kalvenes) iela 11 (not retained) and plan of the house. [1]



priek§nama, bet uz galveno ieeju pavarda telpai
bija lodzins.

Koka eku fasazu apdaré€ nereti izmantoja
detalas, kuru formas c€lusas mira celtnu
arhitektora. 18. gadsimta celtnei Lielaja iela 9
(8. attels) ir klasicisma izteiksmei raksturigs
Itmenisks apSuvums un apjoma stariem uznagloti
rusti. Savukart Boju iela 1 (9. attéls) lIimeniskie
gulSkautni atstati neapSuti.

Eku arsienas lielakoties veidoja no
testiem gulSkautpiem ar gludiem paksiem.
Retak izmantoti krusta paksi [6, 57]. Lietoja gan
horizontali, gan arf vertikali liktu d€Ju apSuvumu.
Neapsatas gulSkautnu sienas krasoja, darvoja vai
atstaja dabiskaja izskata. Saskana ar 19. gadsimta
buvnoteikumiem dzivojamo €ku fasades driksteja
krasot seSos tonos. Vairakas ekas zem vélaka
fasazu apSuvuma uz gulkokiem saglabajies
za]ganpeleks vai dzeltens okera pasteltonu
krasojums. Lietots arT ugunigi tumsSsarkanais
»zviedru krasojums”. Samtaini melnas darvotas
sienas kadreiz bijuSas dzivojamajai €kai Kuldigas
iela 5a (12. attéls).

Dazkart koka eku arsienas pilnigi vai dalgji
apmeta, fasades apmesto un koka dalu robeZu
uzsverot ar horizontalu Imiju [6, [00-102].
Sienu apmeSana bija saistita ar ugunsdrosibas
apsvérumiem vai Vvé€l€Sanos padarit cienigaku
celtnes izskatu. Tacu apmetums radija arT
bavtehniskas problémas, dazkart veicinot koksnes
trupéSanu.

Gan atseviSku €ku veidola, gan ielas vide
ievérojama nozime ir jumtiem. Mazpilsétu apbuve
to formas ir tieSi parnemtas no tautas celtniecibas,
tacu lidz 19. gadsimta vidum jumtu ainava bija
diezgan raiba, jo iesegumi bija visai dazadi. Bija
gan trinitT liktu d€lu, gan biezi salmu, gan lubu
jumti. Parasti zalam sinam apauguSos salmu
jumtus vainagoja ,tupelites” kore, bet ITmeniski
liktu karSu nostiprinajums lubu jumtus padarTja
reljefus.

Kops 19. gadsimta divdesmitajiem gadiem
Kurzemes pilsétas ugunsdrosibas nolaka saka
lietot mala dakstinus. Aizputé dakstinu jumti bija
retums. Dzegas daZkart aprikoja ar apakSdala
roboti izzagetu aizsegdeli.

Kurzemes pilsétas izplattakie bija divslipu
vai Cetrslipu jumti, ka arT divslipu jumti ar
noSlauptiem galiem (pusvalma jumti). Jumta
formu noteica nepiecieSamiba izmantot béninus
ka noliktavu vai arT tajos iekartot dzivojamas
telpas. Lai béninus padaritu ertak izmantojamus,
veidoja beéninu telpas arsienas (ta saukto
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drempeli), kas parasti atspogulojas arT eku fasazu
arhitektara.

19. gadsimta sakuma koka dzivojamo €ku
arhitektdra paradfjas klasicisma stila formalas
ieztmes. Raksturigakie elementi ir pilnapjoma
kolonnas. Koka kolonnas balstfja vairaku mara
€ku lievenu jumtus, savukart dzivojamajai €kai
Kato]u iela 3 kolonnas balstija mezoninu. St eka
nojaukta 1968. gada [6, 105].

Eku arhitektoniski makslinieciskaja
veidola liela nozime ir durvju un logu ailam un
to aizpildijumam. Senakajas koka €kas veértnes
iestradaja tieSi ailu malu gropés [8, 57]. Izplatoties
logiem un durvim ar aplodam, spraugas starp
aplodam un sienu konstrukcijam nosedza ar
gludiem vai atturigi profiletiem d€liem, iegiistot
arhitektoniski dekorativas ailu apmales.

Logu veértnes parasti dalfja vairakas
ratts, kuru izmérus dikt€ja stikla izgatavoSanas
iespjas. Lietojot platnu stiklu, var€ja veidot
lielakas ratis. Logu rasu lielumam un dalfjumam
ir liela noztme ne tikai atseviska loga, bet visas
€kas makslinieciskaja te€la. Logu skaits un
lielums turklat liecinaja par é&kas saimnieka
labklajibu. Visizplatitakie ir divdaligi logi ar
skersi, kas nodala augSdalu. Apaksgja dala starp
vertném parasti ir vidusstatnis, bet augSdala
sadalita divas dalas ar vertikalu spraisli, loga
kopeja kompozicija veidojot raksturigo krustu.
Dazviet Kurzemes mazpilsétas — Kuldiga un
citur — sastopams loga augSejas dalas spraiSla
dubultojums, ko var uzskatit par tieSi Sim
regionam raksturigu savdabibu. Sprauga starp
abiem spraiSliem veidota ka Saura papildus rits.
Aizpute Sadi logi ir, pieméram, &kai, Jelgavas
iela 3 (10. attels).

Vel viena, skiet, tikai Kurzemes koka €kam
raksturiga savdabiba ir saméra vienkarsi slegi,
kas veidoti no vertikali liktiem deliem. AugSa
un apaksa tie sastiprinati ar horizontaliem deliem.
Aizpute $adi slegi saglabajusies, pieméram, ekai
Kuldigas iela 5 (11. attéls).

Ap 19. gadsimta vidu izplatfjas agrak
nelietoti €ku konstruktivas uzbaves panémieni.
Saka, pieméram, lietot pildrezgi, ko dazkart dalgji
izmantoja sienu (13. att€ls), bet bieZak — zelminu
konstrukcijam. Eku arsienas bieZi saka veidot ne
vairs no gulSkautpiem, bet salidzinoSi vieglaka
koka karkasa konstrukcija, kuru no abam pusém
apSuj ar deliem un siltumizolacijas noluka aizpilda
ar izdedZiem vai zagskaidam [6, 112-115, 118].



8. att. Dzivojama €ka Lielaja iela 9 [11] 9. att. Dzivojama €ka Boju (tagad Kalvenes) iela 1 [1]
Fig. 8. Dwelling house at Liela iela 9 [11] Fig. 9. Dwelling house at Boju (now Kalvenes) 1 [1]

11. att. Logi ar slegiem Kuldigas iela 5 [11]
Fig. 11. Windows with shutters at Kuldigas iela 5 [11]

10. att. Logs Jelgavas iela 3 [11]
Fig. 10. Window at Jelgavas iela 3 [11]

13. att. Dzivojama eka Lielaja iela 9. PildreZga
fragments [11]

12. att. Dzivojama €ka Kuldigas iela 5a [11] Fig. 13. Dwelling house at Liela iela 5a. Fragment in
Fig. 12. Dwelling house at Kuldigas iela 5a [11] half-timber [11]
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Nelielas koka ekas

Nelielas €kas mazpilsetas sociala zina ir
sava veida analogs mazajiem dzivokliem liel-
pilsétu Tres namos. Riga, pieméram, 20. gadsimta
sakuma uzceltajas dzivojamajas ¢€kas lielako
da]u veidoja tieSi mazie dzivokli [4]. Lielakoties
par mazékam dévetas nelielas vienstava
dzivojamas ¢€kas céla vai nu vienas gimenes
vajadzibam vai arT tajas izbavéja vairakus mazus
iziréjamus dzivokliSus. Sajas ekas var&ja bt ar
jumta telpas, atrasties amatnieka darbnica vai
veikala telpas.

Aizpute mazeku bavnieciba turpinaja
lietot tradicionalo divdalijjuma vai trisdalfjuma
planojuma tipu. Saméra izplatits bija ¢&kas
garenasij perpendikulars gaitenis trisdalfjuma
ekas vidusdala. Taja parasti bija ieejas gan no
ielas, gan pagalma puses, ka arf kapnes uz jumta
stavu (14. attels).

Par Aizputes €ku kadreiz€jo un pasreiz&jo
izskatu un €ku arhitektoniskas uzbuves attistibu
lauj spriest senie buvplani, kas saglabajuSies
Aizputes Veéstures muzeja. Raksturiga nelielo
€ku arhitektdras detala bija béninu telpas
arsienu (drempela) apdare. No par€jas fasades
to parasti atdalfja ar joslu vai starpdzegu un
apSuva ar vertikali liktiem deliem. Tada,
pieméram, ir bijusi arf Johana Bloma &kai
(14. attels). Gala fasade tai bijis sesu rasu
béninu logs, bet pirmaja stava — slegts lievenis
ar ieeju uz diviem pirma stava vientelpas
majokliem. Ieeja divos par€jos bijusi no gaitena.
Virs galvenas ieejas durvim uz gaiteni bijis
virslogs.

PukiSa ekai Kalvenes iela 2 (15. attels)
simetriskas fasades vidusdalu izc€luSas greznas
pildinu durvis un neliels lodzin§ béninu telpas
arsienas josla. Ekai ir trisdalijuma plans ar
Cetriem dzivokliSiem katra Itmeni. Ernsta
Kalnina koka ¢&kai Kalvenes iela (16. attels)
savukart ir divdalfjuma plans un tam atbilstosi
asimetriska sanu fasade. ArT Sai €kai ir ieejas
durvis ar virslogu un lodzin§ béninu telpas
arsienas josla. Projekta skic€ nav paradits
augse€ja ltmena plans, bet kapnes ieejas gaitent
un divi logi gala fasade liecina, ka arf béninu
IimenT atradusas apdzivojamas telpas. Tad€jadi
tipologiska zina $is ekas ir ires nami, kas 19.
gs. otraja pus€ un 20. gs. sakuma kluva par
raksturigako pilsétu apbuves elementu.
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14. att. Johana Bluma €kas projekts. Plans, sanu un
gala fasade. 1903 [1, Nr. 79]

Fig. 14. Project of Johann Blum’s house. Layout,
front and gable elevation. 1903 [1, N? 79]

15. att. PukiSa ekas projekts. Plani, sanu un gala
fasade. 1912 [1, Nr. 86]

Fig. 15. Project of Pukitis” house. Layouts, front and
gable elevation. 1912 [1, N? 86]

16. att. Ernesta Klavina €kas projekts. Plans, sanu un
gala fasade. 1913 [1, Nr. 86]

Fig. 16. Project of Ernests Klavins’s house. Layout,
elevations. 1913 [1, N 86]

Vienstava €kas ar linearu telpisko struktiiru

Aizpute, tapat ka jebkura pilseta, 19. gs.
nogaleé un 20. gs. sakuma viens no attistibas
virzitajspekiem kluva rapnieciba. No laukiem
pilsétas iepluda léts darbaspéks, un to bija



17. att. Neidentificetas gulbaves fasades projekts
un plana fragments. 1903. Ziméjis K. Kazlovskis
(K. Kaslowsky) [1]

Fig. 17. Elevation and fragment of layout of an
unrecognized log-structure building. Rendered by
K. Kaslowsky [1]

18. att. Neidentificétas ekas fasades projekts. 1900
[1, Nr. 67]

Fig. 18. Elevation of an unrecognized building

[1, N°67]

19. att. Eka Jana iela (nav saglabajusies) [9] un &kas fasades projekts. 20. gadsimta 20.—30. gadi [1, Nr. 100]
Fig. 19. Building in Jana iela (not preserved) [9] and its elevation. 1920-ies—1930-ies [1, N” 100]

janodroSina ar letiem, nelieliem majokliem.
Saja laika arT Riga visvairak céla vienistabas
dzivoklus. Tajos parasti bija virtuve ar ieeju
tieSi no kappu telpas vai vairakiem dzivokliem
kop€jas priekStelpas un istaba ar ieeju caur
virtuvi. Sajas @ekas parasti nebija nekadu
labiericibu. Ja tajas bija Gdensvads, tad izlietne
atradas kopigajas komunikaciju telpas, pie kuram
iekartoja arf vairakiem dzivokliem kopigas atejas
ar izsmelamo bedri.

Mazpilsetas mazos Tres dzivoklus bieZi
izblivéja zemas un garas vienstava €kas, kuras
katram dzivoklim bija atseviska ieeja no
ielas. Sadas ekas bija visai raksturigas arf
Aizpute. Ir saglabajuSies vairaki Sadu éku
parblivju vai jaunbuvju projekti. Dazi no tiem
ir jau zudusu €ku projekti un tapéc tos grati
identificét, taCu tie lauj rekonstruét pilsetas
apbuves raksturfigo Ipatnibu kop€jo ainu.
Lielakajai dalai So €ku bija seSu raSu dalfjuma
logi un ardurvis ar greznam pildinu vertném
(17. un 18. attels). Vienai no ieejam nereti

82

bija arT val€ji lieveni ar margam. TieSi ieejas
mezglu dekorativaja apdar€ visvairak pamanamas
attieciga perioda arhitektoras stila iezimes
[6, 67]. Divslipju jumta (18. un 19. attéls) biezi
vien  izveidoja  lukarnas  béninu  telpu
izgaismoS$anai.

Interesanta un fasades apdares detalam
piesatinata vienstava koka dzivojama éka ir
Japa iela 5 (20. att€ls). Abus gala sparnus,
kuros atradas veikali, uzsver ar koka meZginém
rotati zelmini. Centralajai ieejai ir greznas

durvju vertnes un virslogs. Ari Jakoba
Kenihsfesta €kai Lielaja iela 17 (21. att€ls)
bijusi simetriska, bet vienkarSaka fasade.

Greznakas bijuSas ieejas durvis ar virslogiem.
Parastajiem logiem fasades vidusdala bijuSas
tris ratis — pa vienai abpus vidusstatnim, bet
viena — virs SkérSa. TrTs ratis, bet ar horizontalu
dalfjumu, bijusas arT logiem fasades galos.



20. att. Eka Jana iela 5. 2007. gada fotografija [11] un ekas kapitalas parbuves projekts: fasade, plans un
situacijas plans. 1908. Zimgjis A. Pinkovskis (A. ITunxosckiii) [1, Nr. 81]
Fig. 20. Building in Jana iela 5. Photograph of 2007 [11] and project of rebuilding: elevation, layout and

situation plan. 1908. Rendered by A. Pinkowsky [1, N° 81]
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21. att. Jakoba Kenihsfesta €ka Atmodas iela 17 (nav saglabajusies). Fasades piebtves projekts [1, Nr. 80] un
skats uz €ku 20. gs divdesmitajos gados [9]
Fig. 21. Jakob Kenihsfest’s building at Atmodas iela 17 (not preserved). Elevation of extension [1, N° 80] and
view to the building in 1920-ies [9]

Dzivojamas €kas ar mezoninu

Gandriz visu 19. gadsimtu viens no
visizplatitakajiem koka €ku tipiem visu Latvijas
pilsétu apbuvé bija vienstava €ka ar mezoninu,
kuru vainago frontons. So &ku fasazu kom-
pozicija atbilda ta saukto paraugfasazu
zim&jumiem. Eku celSana péc paraugfasadem
Krievijas impérija bija obligata no 1810. lidz
1840. gadam. Tas bija klasicisma stila uzplau-
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kuma periods, un &ka ar simetrisku fasadi,
frontonu un rinka segmenta formas logu taja
bija viena no klasicisma izteiksmes valodas
paradigmam. Vienstava ¢&ka ar mezoninu ir
tipisks klasicisma stila produkts. Tacu koka
€ku arhitektdra vienmér bijuSas loti noturigas
tradicijas, tapéc klasicisma stereotipi joprojam
bija aprite vel pat 20. gadsimta sakuma. Arl
Aizputeé 19. gadsimta nogalé tapa vairakas
vienstava koka é&kas (22.-24. attéls), kuram



22. att. Bordela ekas Atmodas iela fasades parbaves
projekts. 1896 [1, Nr. 56]

Fig. 22. Project of transformation of elevation of the
Bordel’s house in Atmodas iela. 1896 [1, N° 56]
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23. att. Neidentificétas €kas fasades
projekts. 1898 [1, Nr. 59]

Fig. 23. Elevation of an unrecognized building. 1898
[1, N° 59]

24. att. Eka Atmodas iela 21. Fasades projekts (1898) [1, Nr. 122] un 2008. gada fotografija [11]
Fig. 24. Building at Atmodas iela 21. Elevation (1898) [1, N° /122] and photograph of 2007 [11]

galvena fasade veidota péc klasicisma perioda
paraugfasazu shémas ar mezoninu videja dala.

Mezonina siena varé€ja buat divi, tris, Cetri,
pieci vai atseviSkos gadfjumos ari vairak logu.
Visizplatitakie ir tris logu mezonini, un tadi
ir arT gandriz visam Aizputes vienstava majam
ar mezontniem. Tos vainago frontoni, kuru
centra ir vel viens neliels rinka segmenta formas
lodzin§ béninu telpas izgaismoSanai. Lielaka
daJa So eku veidotas uz sam€ra augsta mara
cokola. Ne tikai kopg€ja fasazu kompozicija, bet
arT visu ailu un apdares detalu izkartojuma,
ka likums, iesp&ju robeZas ievérota simetrija
neatkarigi no iekStelpu struktdras. Greznaka
arhitektoniskas apdares detala parasti ir ieejas
durvis ar virslogu.

Divstavu dzivojamas ekas

Viena no senakajam divstavu dzivojamajam
&kam Aizputé ir Hansa Tala eka Atmodas (agrak
Lielaja) iela 7 (25. attels). Taja ir bijis vecakais
pilsétas krogs. Latviski tas iedévéts par TumsSo
krogu, kas nacis no vacu ,,Der Domsche Krug”
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(,Doma kroga”). Ar to domatas atminas par
vietas pirmo IpasSnieku — Kurzemes biskapijas
domkapitulu. Ekas dalai, kas atrodas Atmodas
un Japa ielu starf, ir apméram metru biezas
arsienas. Tas lauj spriest, ka €ka celta 16. vai 17.
gadsimta. Laika gaita ta vairakkart parbuveta.
Senakais dokuments, kura atziméta tagad€ja €ka,
ir Aizputes 1797. gada plans. Ekas divstavu dala
Atmodas iela, iesp€jams, celta 18. gadsimta,
saglabajot 17. gadsimta &kas raksturigas
proporcijas [5, 15]. 1898. gada ta parbuveta,
daleji saglabajot iepriekSejas ailas, ka arT 19.
gadsimta izplatito seSu raSu dalfjumu. 1900.
gada parbaveta arf €kas dala Jana ielas starf. Tas
divlogu mezontnam Atmodas iela ir Itmeniski liktu
delu apSuvums fasades pamatplakn€ un stateniski
liktu delu apSuvums frontona, kura centra ir ripka
segmenta formas lodzins. Ekas staris ir no§Jaupts,
un taja izveidota ar sandriku uzsverta ieeja.
Noteikums, ka stira zemesgabalos ¢&ku
stiriem vismaz pirmaja stava jabat noSlauptiem
un noslaupuma linijai jabat vismaz 3 m garai un
perpendikularai stara lepka bisektrisei, bija viens
no punktiem Liepajas 1890. gada bavnoteikumos.
So noteikumu izmantoja arf daudzas citas
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25. att. Hansa Tala eka Atmodas iela 7. Skats Atmodas iela [10]. Fasades parbaves projekts. 1898 [1, Nr. 57].
Skats uz Atmodas un Jana ielas stari [1]. Fasades parbaves projekts. 1900 [1, Nr. 104].

Fig. 25. Hans Tal’s house at Atmodas iela 7. View in Atmodas iela [10]. Project of transformation of elevation.
1898 [1, N° 57]. View to the corner of Atmodas and Jana iela [1]. Project of transformation of elevation. 1900
[1, N° 104].
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26. att. Eka Pasta iela 1. Skats no Liepajas ielas [9]. Gala fasades parbaves projekts. Bez dat&juma [1, Nr. 58].
Fasazu parbaves projekts (notinums). 1898 [1, Nr. 58]

Fig. 26. House at Pasta iela 1. View from Liepajas iela [9]. Project of transformation of elevation (gable facade).
No data [1, N° 58]. Project of transformation of elevations. 1898 [1, N? 58]
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27. att. Eka Atmodas iela 11. Fasades parbaves projekts. 1900 [1, Nr. 66]. Skats Atmodas iela 19. un 20. gs. mija
[1]. 2008. gada foto, ieejas durvis un kapnes uz otro stavu [11]
Fig. 27. House at Atmodas iela 11. Project of transformation of elevation. 1900. [1, No 66]. View in Atmodas
iela at the turn of 19™ and 20™ century [1]. Photograph of 2008, entrance doors and stairs to the upper floor [11]

Kurzemes pilsetas. Stira noSlaupums ir arT  apjoms kopuma saglabajies 1idz misu dienam.
1898. gada parbavetajai Ciravas kroga divstavu  Zudusas daZas apdares detalas un divi simetriski
dzivojamajai mura €kai Pasta iela 1 (26. att€ls).  izvietotie balkoni ar metala margam otraja stava.
Ieeja taja uzsverta ar lieveni. Ekas logiem gala  Eka atradas Aizputes latvieSu biedriba, kuru 1903.
fasade saglabats devinu, bet sanu fasadé — seSu  gada nodibinaja Adolfs Hertelis (1871-1908), ka
rasu dalfjums. arT LatvieSu savstarp€jas palidzibas biedribas kase.
Lielaka dala senako divstavu €ku atrodas  1905. gada tur bija izvietojies Aizputes aprinka
pilsétas galvenaja — Atmodas — iela. Ekai Atmodas  revolucionaras ricibas komitejas birojs [5, 27].
iela 11 (27. attels) pirmais stavs veidots no mdra, 19. gadsimta beigas, lidz ar pilsétu
bet otrais — no koka. Sodien pirmais stavs apstts  straujaku attistibu, koka dzivojamo eku celtnie-
ar Iimeniski liktiem deliem. Saglabajusas greznas ~ ciba iezimejas kvalitativas un kvantitativas
pildinu durvis un koka kapnes, kas no priek§-  izmainas. Paradijas vairak jaunbavju, kas bija
nama ved uz otro stavu. Kapném ir virpoti  vienkarSi ires nami ar nelieliem dzivokliem bez
margu balsti. Fasades vidusdalu otraja stava izce] ~ labiericibam. To jumti parasti bija I€zenaki un
balkons ar aZaram metala margam. Ekas tiem vairs nebija iepriek$€jas nozimes ielu
makslinieciskais veidols sasaucas arrisinajumiem,  apbiives ainava. Nostabilizéjas pilsétu apbiives
kas sastopami Kurzemes muiZu kungu namu  koka &kas tips, kam vairs nebija cieSu saiknu
arhitektara [15, 78]. ar tautas koka celtniecibas tradicijam. Tada,
Lidzigs veidols ir arT Johana Jakobsona  pieméram, ir AnSa Kreicberga divstavu koka
€kai (28. attels), kura parbuvéta ap 19. un 20.  dzivojama é€ka Jelgavas iela (29. att€ls). Tai ir
gadsimta miju. Tas planojums bija loti vienkarSs: ~ simetriska fasade ar seSu raSu dalfjumu logiem.
lielaka dala telpu bija caurstaigajamas. Ekas  Logi, kuri rotati ar dekorativam apmalém,
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28. att. Johana Jakobsona eka. Parbiives projekts (pirma stava plans un fasade). Bez dat€juma. [1, Nr. 120].
20. gadsimta trisdesmito gadu [9] un 2008. gada foto [11]

Fig. 28. Johann Jakobson’s house. Project of transformation (ground floor plan and elevation). No data.

[1, N° 120]. Photographs of 1930-ies [9] and of 2008 [11]
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29. att. Ansa Kreicberga €ka Jelgavas iela. Projekts.
1912 [1, Nr. 83]

Fig. 29. Ansis Kreicberg’s house at Jelgavas iela.
Project. 1912 [1, N° 83]

30. att. Arsta Adolfa Ziedina eka Kalvenes iela 13
(nojaukta 2008. gada). Projekts. 1903.

Arhitekts Karlis Strandmanis [1, Nr. 77]. 20. gadsimta
piecdesmito gadu foto [1]

Fig. 30. Physician Adolfs Ziedins’ house at Kalvenes
iela 13 (demolished in 2008). Project. 1903.

Architect Karl Strandmann. [1, N° 77]. Photograph of
1950-ies [1]
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31. att. Jekaba Petrovica €ka. Projekts 1913

[1, Nr. 99]

Fig. 31. Jekabs Petrovi¢’s house. Projectv 1913
[1, N°99]

neatkarigi no iekStelpu planojuma struktaras
kartoti eklektisma stilam raksturigaja vienmerigaja
ritma. ST perioda eku arhitektara dazi petnieki
saskattjusi arT ,,tri formalus celtnes apjoma
bagatinasanas Iidzek]us”, pieméram, ,,butaforiskus
torniSus vai jumta izbaves” [6, 138].

20. gadsimta sakuma koka €ku arhitektara
daZkart pastarpinati atspogulojas arT jugendstila
iezimes. Lielakoties tas jauSamas gleznaini
dinamiska celtnes apjomu kartojuma, kas vairak
val mazak saistits ar iekStelpu struktaru. Aizputé
viens no $adiem piemériem bija arsta Adolfa
Ziedina grezna divstavu dzivojama eka Kalvenes
iela 13. Ta bija celta 1903. gada péc arhitekta
Karla Strandmana projekta (30. attels), bet 2008.
gada vasara nojaukta. Virs stdra dalas, kas bija
pagriezta par 45° pret €kas pamatapjomu, pacélas
romantiskas formas veidots tornis. Telpas €ka
grupétas ap kapnu telpu un centralo halli, uz kuru
veda kokgriezumiem rotata galvena ieeja.

Tradicijas koka €ku buvnieciba, ka jau
atzimets, bija loti noturigas, un vel 20. gadsimta
sakuma joprojam c€la jaunas vienstava €kas ar
mezoninu. No iepriek$€jo vesturisko stilu perioda
celtném tas atSkiras vienigi ar apjomu proporcijam
un atseviskam arhitektoniskas apdares detalam.
Jaunievedums €kas ar mezoninu bija beéninu telpas
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32. att. Teodora Tides eka Kalvenes iela 19. Projekts.
1913. Zimgjis [1, Nr. 88]. 20. gadsimta divdesmito
gadu [14] un 2009. gada foto [11]

Fig. 32. Teodor Tiede’s house at Kalvenes iela 19.
Project. 1913. [1, N° 88]. Photographs of 1920-ies
[14] and of 2009 [11]

arsienas jeb drempelis. To parasti apSuva, déliSus
liekot perpendikulari pargjas fasades virsmas
apSuvuma delu virzienam. Ta tas ir, pieméram,
Jekaba Petrovica koka dzivojamajai &kai ar
mezontnu (31. attels). Ekas projekta zImétajs
J. Gekics (0. I'exxuy) acimredzot bijis kads no

vietgjiem bavamatniekiem.



Savdabiga €ka ar mezontnu ir Teodora T1ides
dzivojama €ka Kalvenes (tolaik Boju) iela 19
(32. attels), kuras projektu ziméjis pats Tpasnieks.
Mezonins ar noSlauptu jeb pusvalma jumtu
veidots pildreZga konstrukcija un atrodas &kas
viena gala. Tagad tas apsits ar koka deliSiem. Ekai
ir &rts planojums un sameéra augsts labiekartojuma
ITmenis.

Pilsetas apbives attistibas likumsakaribas
lauj precizet I1dz Sim neizpétitie bavprojekti un citi
dokumenti, kas saglabajuSies Aizputes V&stures

muzeja. Petfjuma gaita izanaliz€ti apmeéram
piecdesmit Aizputes dzivojamo é&ku jaunbavju
un parbavju projekti, kas apstiprinati pils€tas
vald€ no 1896. Iidz 1914. gadam — perioda, kad
pilsétvide ieguva to vides t€lu, kas saglabajies
lidz masdienam. Saja laika visvairak eku uzcéla
vai parbavéja Lielaja (tagad Atmodas), Jelgavas
un Boju (tagad Kalvenes) iela. Turpmakajos
pétjumos  virkni seno  bavprojektu  vél
nepiecieSams identificét. Dati par identificetajiem
projektiem apkopoti 1. tabula.

1. tabula. Dzivojamo €ku buvprojekti Aizputé

Adrese Persona, kas Buvprojekta
(pirms Pirma Celtne vai projekts parakstijusi saskanosanas
pasaules kara) blivprojektu gads

Avotu icla Karla Sneidera vienstava koka dzivojama éka - 1914
Bojuiela 13 Arsta Adolfa Ziedina divstavu koka dzivojama eka | Kaprw 1903
CmparoMano
Boju iela M. Branta vienstava dzivojama maja - 1912
Bojuiela 2 Puki$a mura dzTvojama maja H. Buepose 1912
Boju icla Emsta Kalnipa dzivojama éka E. Kalnin 1913
Boju iela Franca Knitnera dzivojamas &kas fasades parbuive - 1913
Boju iela 19 Teodora Tides dzivojama &ka Th. Tiede 1913
Boju iela Stengrévicas divstdvu koka dzivojama &ka Xomasepy 1914
Jana icla 7 Peiskes Kozaka dzivojamas kas parbiive Q. Griinberg 1903
Jana icla 5 Vienstava koka dzivojamas ckas kapitala parbuve A Hunkoscekiit 1908
Jana iela Mihelsona dzivojamas &kas parbiive 0. Griinberg 1909
Jana iela Vienstava koka dzivojamas &kas lasades parbuve O. Griinberg Nav daléts
Jelgavas iela Ansa Kreicberga koka dzivojama Ska Anew 1912
Kpeitydepen
Jelgavas iela Vienstava koka dzivojama eka FO. [exkuy 1912
Jelgavas 6 Johana Jakobsona divstavu dzivojamas ekas parbiive | 0. Griinberg Nav datéts
Jelgavas iela Otra stava izbtive divstavu koka dzivojamajai ekai Xomasepy 1914
Jelgavas iela Fasades parveidojums Calles Relova divstavu Xomasepy 1914
dzivojamai ¢kai
Liela icla Bordela dzivojamas &kas béninu stava izbiive Kapav 1896
Bunkenmuii
Ilpeccupn
Liela icla 7 Tiala divstavu mira dzivojamas €kas fasade Q. Griinberg 1898
Lield iela Koka dzivojamas Ekas garenfasade Q. Griinberg 1898
Liela iela 21 Dzivojama ka Q. Griinberg 1898
Liela iela 7 Divstavu dzivojamas ¢kas fasade K. Kaslowsky 1900
Liela iela Divstavu dzivojamas ekas fasade ar balkonu 1900
Lielaiela 17 Jakoba Kenihsfesta dzivojamas &kas parbiive 0. Griinberg 1905
Liela iela Bemica dzivojamas ékas parbiive Max Bertschy 1912
(1871-1935)
Liela iela Ernsta Ziverta divstavu koka dzivojama éka 1913
Liela iela T. Mihelsona dzIvojamas &kas atjaunosana 1913
Liela iela 34 Beitlera dzivojama Skas fasades parveidojums Xomasepy 1914
Liepdjas icla Zanno Feinberga dzivojamas &kas parbive FO. 'exkuy 1913
Pasta iela 1 Ekas mansarda dzivokla kapitalais remonts
Pastaicla | Dzivojamas &kas sanu un gala fasades parveidojums 1898
RoZu iela Peiskes Kozaka divstavu dzivojamas ekas parbiive 0. Griinberg -
Rozu iela Filipa Kozaka divstavu dzivojamas gkas parbuve 0. Griinberg 1912
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ARCHITECTURE AND LAYOUT OF DWELLING HOUSES IN AIZPUTE UNTIL

WORLD WAR 1

S. Ozola, J. Krastin$

Keywords: urban development, history of architecture, wooden houses

The urban fabric of many provincial towns
of Latvia, including Aizpute, is mostly made up
of old small-size wooden houses. In many areas
they form culturally and historically important
architectural ensembles. Wooden architecture
of towns is a unique phenomenon of material
culture. The old wooden houses have withstood
fires, natural disasters, wars, technically erroneous
repair works and badly planned rebuilding.
Many wooden houses have perished, thus
diminishing the architectural quality of
provincial towns. The awareness of tendencies in
development of wooden construction and local
peculiarities is a pre-condition for preservation
of cultural heritage values and successful
development of towns in future.

Aizpute over the centuries

Aizpute finds itself on the right bank of the
Tebra River where a fortified Couronian castle
Beida was located at the former Riga-Prussian
trade road till the middle of the 13th century.
It was the centre of the ancient Couronian
land Bandava which was recorded in the old
documents with the name Asseboten, as well as
with other names like Asimpute and Asenputte.
In the Finno-Ugric language the words Ase
or Ason stand for a populated area. In 1248
the Grand Master of the Livonian Order, Dietrich
von Groningen, built a masonry castle instead of
the old Couronian wooden castle. A small village
grew around it [10, 59] with the German name
Hasenpoth. In 1295 it became the centre of the
Duchy of Courland and later — the centre of Piltene
area [12, 148]. In 1378 Aizpute was granted
a right of town [9, 8]. In 1585 it came under
the rule of Poland and later — Sweden [10, 59].
In 1736 after a devastating plague and wars
there were only 48 houses left in town and 10 of
them were uninhabited [8]. In the first quarter
of the 19™ century there were 70 thatched-
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roof houses which provided dwelling to 800
inhabitants. Two thirds of them were the Jews
[2, 101] who were allowed to live only in
towns according to the Russian laws of that
time. In the middle of the 19" century houses
were constructed mostly along the main streets
Kalvenes (then — Boju), Jelgavas and Kuldigas
Streets (Figure 1). Construction became more
active after the opening of the railway line
Liepaja-Aizpute in 1897. Mainly small wooden
dwelling houses were built (Figure 2) [3, §].
Their architecture reflected both the formal
expression of architectural styles of the respective
period and the features characteristic of vernacular
building traditions (Figure 3) [6, 47].

Architectural peculiarities in Aizpute

Perimeter blocks with small gaps between
separate houses form the streetscape of Aizpute.
Differences in height and in shapes of gables
and roofs of the houses add a picturesque tinge
to the scenery (Figures 4-6). The oldest part
of the town — the area at the millpond, Liela iela
till the junction of Boju and Jelgavas iela,
Kuldigas iela and Boju iela — is the most densely
built-up area. In the junction of Katolu, Pasta and
Atmodas Streets there used to be a marketplace.

The most part of the built-up area is
made up of small one-storey dwelling houses
with their construction area not exceeding
100-200 m? It is predominantly a low-rise area
[6, 136], and the size of the houses does not
reflect their typological distinctions [6, 1/2—113].
In line with the old tradition, the entrances of
dwelling houses were accentuated with a porch
with banisters and two trees planted in front
of it. Behind the main entrance, in the middle
part of the dwelling house, there usually was
a smokestack (Figure 7). Its location accounted
for the characteristic types of layout and two-part
or three-part division of the house [4, 48-50].



The one-storey house with the gable roof
at Boju (now Kalvenes) iela 11 laconic and solid
in its architectural expression (Figure 7) was a
typical example of an ancient dwelling house.
It was marked in the town plan prepared around
1850, but it has not been preserved till today.
A smokestack with a hearth room occupied the
central part of the house that was divided into
three sections. It could be accessed from the
hallway on the courtyard side, and the heath
room had a small window to the main entrance.

Very often the details whose shapes had
originated in the architecture of masonry buildings
were used in the facade finish of wooden houses.
The 18™ century house at Liela iela 9 (Figure 8)
has a horizontal cladding characteristic of classical
style and rusticated corners. While the logs at Boju
iela 1 (Figure 9) were left without cladding.

The external walls of the houses were
mostly made of logs with smooth ends [6, 57].
Rarely the ends were crossed at the corners of
the house. The board cladding was either
horizontally or vertically laid. The unclad log
walls were painted, tarred or left in their natural
appearance. According to the 19" century building
regulations, the facades of dwelling houses were
allowed to be painted in six tones. Under the
facade cladding of several houses a layer of sage
green or pastel yellow ochre paint can still be seen
on the horizontal logs. The “Swedish crimson”
was also among the favoured hues. The dwelling
house at Kuldigas iela 5a (Figure 12) used to
have velvety black, tarred walls.

Sometimes the external walls of wooden
houses were fully or partly plastered, accentuating
the edge of wooden parts with a horizontal line
[6, 100-102]. Fire safety considerations as well
as a desire to make the house appear statelier
accounted for plastering of walls. Nevertheless,
the plaster also created some structural and
technical problems, sometimes causing the rotting
of wood.

The roof is very important in the image of
a separate house as well as in the image of the
entire streetscape. In small town architecture their
forms were directly borrowed from vernacular
building traditions, however, till the mid-19®
century the roofscape was quite diverse since
the types of coverings greatly varied. There
were batten seam roofs, thick thatched roofs and
shingle roofs. Usually the crest of the moss-
covered thatched roofs was crowned with crossed
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pieces of wood, but horizontally laid propping
made shingle roofs appear relief.

Beginning from the 1920s clay roofing
tiles started to be applied in towns of Kurzeme
for fire safety purposes. In Aizpute there were
only a few tile roofs. Sometimes cornices had a
covering board with a jagged lower edge.

In towns of Kurzeme gable or hip roofs,
as well as gable roofs with hipped ends (hipped
gable) were most widespread. The necessity
to use the attic as a storage room or a dwelling
space accounted for the shape of the roof.
To make the attic more functional, the external
walls of the attic (the so-called semi-attic floor)
were built and it was usually also reflected in
the facade architecture of the building.

At the beginning of the 19" century
formal features of classical style appeared in
the architecture of wooden dwelling houses.
The most characteristic elements were full-size
columns. Wooden columns supported porch roofs
of several masonry buildings, or a mezzanine as
in the dwelling house at Katolu iela 3.
This building was pulled down in 1968 [6, 105].

Door and window openings and their
filling play a very important role in the architec-
tural and artistic image of buildings. In older
wooden houses casements were inserted right
into the grooves of the opening edges [8, 57]. As
the popularity of windows and doors with jambs
grew, gaps between the jambs and the wall were
covered with smooth or slightly profiled boards,
creating architecturally decorative frames of
openings.

Casements of windows were usually
divided into several panes the size of which
depended on the available glass. Using the sheet
glass, window panes could be made larger.
The size and division of window panes not
only largely determines the artistic image of a
separate window but that of the entire building as
well. Besides, the number and size of windows
bespoke the wealth of the house owner. The most
widespread are two-piece windows with a glazing
bar separating the upper part. In the lower part,
between casements there is usually a central bar,
and a vertical bar divides the upper part into two
sections, forming a characteristic cross in the
overall composition of the window. In some towns
of Kurzeme — in Kuldiga and in other areas —
the upper part of the window is divided into three
sections what can be regarded as a specific feature



of this particular region. A gap between both bars
looks like a narrow additional pane. In Aizpute,
such windows can be found, e.g. in the house
at Jelgavas iela 3 (Figure 10).

Simple shutters made of vertically laid
boards are another peculiarity characteristic
perhaps only of the wooden houses in Kurzeme.
At the top and at the bottom they are fastened
with horizontal planks. In Aizpute, such shutters
can still be seen, e.g. in the house at Kuldigas
iela 5 (Figure 11).

Around the mid-19th century the previously
unapplied methods of structural design became
widespread, such as a half-timber construction
that was used in walls (Figure 13) and more
often in gables. Logs in the external walls
of the houses very often were replaced with
a comparatively lighter wood frame construction
clad from both sides in boards and for heat
insulation purposes filled with cinder or saw dust
[6, 112-115, 118].

Small wooden houses

Socially, the small houses in towns are
analogous to the small flats in apartment buildings
of the cities. For instance, most of the flats in
the apartment houses built in Riga at the beginning
of the 20" century were small [4]. As a rule,
the small single-storey houses were built for the
needs of one family or several tiny flats were
arranged in them for letting out. There could be
attic rooms, some workshop or a shop in such
houses.

The traditional layout principle of
division into two or three parts was also used
in construction of small houses in Aizpute.
Quite popular was a layout scheme with the
corridor running perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis in the middle part of the house divided
into three parts. It usually had entrances from
the street and the courtyard as well as the stairs
leading to the attic (Figure 14).

The old construction plans that are kept
in the Aizpute Local History Museum show the
appearance of the previously and currently built
houses in Aizpute and tell about the development
of their architecture. The finish of the external
walls of the attic (the semi-attic floor) was
a characteristic architectural detail in the small
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houses. It was usually separated from the rest
of the facade with a band or a stringcourse,
and clad in vertical timber boarding. Such pattern
can be seen e.g. in the former house of Johann
Blum (Figure 14). It used to have a six-pane
window in the gable facade, and a closed porch
with an entrance to two single-room dwellings
on the ground floor. The other two flats could
be accessed from the corridor. Above the main
entrance door there was a transom window.

The central part of the symmetric fagade
of Pukitis” house at Kalvenes iela 2 (Figure 15)
boasted an ornate panel door and a small window
in the external wall of the loft. The house has
a three-part layout with four flats on each level.

Ernests Kalnin§’s wooden house in
Kalvenes iela (Figure 16) has a two-part layout
and a corresponding asymmetric front facade.
This house also has the entrance door with
a transom and a small window in the external
wall of the loft area. The project sketch does
not show the plan of the upper level, however,
the stairs in the hallway and two windows in the
gable facade allow assuming that the premises at
the attic level were habitable. Thus, typologically,
these houses are apartment buildings that in the
second half of the 19" century and at the beginning
of the 20" century became one of the most typical
urban elements.

One-storey houses with a linear spatial
structure

In Aizpute, as in any other town, in the
late 19" and early 20™ century, industry was one of
the driving forces of development. Cheap labour
force came to towns and cities from the rural
areas, and they had to be provided with cheap
and small dwellings. At that time mostly single-
room flats were built in Riga as well. They usually
had a kitchen with an entrance from the stairwell
or a small hall that was shared by several flats,
and a room with an access through the kitchen.
Usually, such houses had no conveniences.
If there was a water pipe, sinks were located
in communally used rooms, adjoined with
several pit toilets that also were shared by several
flats.

In provincial towns, the small flats for
letting out very often were built in low, long,



single-storey houses where each flat had
a separate entrance from the street. Such houses
were very typical also in Aizpute. Several projects
for rebuilding or construction of such houses
have been preserved. Some of them are the projects
for the already demolished houses and therefore
it is difficult to identify them, however, they allow
reconstructing the characteristic townscape and
getting the overall picture. Most of these houses
had six-pane windows and ornate panel front
doors (Figures 17 and 18). One of the entrances
usually had an open porch with banisters.
The decorative finish of entrances most clearly
displays the specific features of the architectural
style of the respective period [6, 67]. Very often
dormers were built in the gable roof (Figures 18
and 19) for illumination of the attic.

The one-storey wooden dwelling house
at Jana iela 5 (Figure 20) is very interesting and
saturated in details of facade finish. The gables
adorned with wooden lace accentuate both
wings where the shops were located. The central
entrance has ornate doors and transom windows.
The house of Jakob Kenihsfest at Liela iela 17
(Figure 21) had a symmetric yet simple facade.
The entrance doors with transoms had been most
elaborate. The ordinary windows in the central
part of the facade had three panes — one on each
side of the central bar and one above the bar.
The windows in the gable facades also had three
panes, but with a horizontal division.

Dwelling houses with a mezzanine

Almost all 19" century, a single-storey
house with a mezzanine surmounted by a
pediment was one of the most widespread types
of wooden houses in all provincial towns of
Latvia. The facade composition of these houses
complied with the so-called pattern facade
drawings. Between 1810 and 1840 construction
of buildings according to the pattern facades
was mandatory in the Russian Empire. It was
the peak of popularity of classical style, and
a house with a symmetrical facade, a pediment
and a circular window was one of the paradigms
of the classical language. A single-storey house
with a mezzanine is a typical product of classical
style. Since the traditions have always been
strong in the architecture of wooden houses,
the stereotypes of Classicism still prevailed
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even at the beginning of the 20™ century. In
the late 19" century, in Aizpute, too, several
one-storey wooden houses (Figures 22-24) had
their main fagcade designed according to the
pattern facade scheme of the classicism period
with the mezzanine in the central part.

The mezzanine wall could have two,
three, four, five and in several cases even more
windows. The most popular are mezzanines
with three windows and almost all single-storey
houses in Aizpute have such mezzanines. Above
them there are pediments with another small
circular window for illumination of the attic. Most
of these houses were built on a comparatively
high masonry socle. As a rule, symmetry was
observed as much as possible notonly in the overall
facade composition, but also in the arrangement
of all openings and finish details regardless of
the interior layout. The entrance door with the
transom usually is the most beautiful detail of
architectural finish.

Two-storey dwelling houses

Hans Tal’s house at Atmodas (previously
Liela)iela7is one of the oldest two-storey dwelling
houses in Aizpute (Figure 25). It used to house
the oldest pub in town. In Latvian it was called
the Dark Pub being derived from the German
Der Domsche Krug (Minster’s Pub). It is a
reference to the first owner of this place — the
chapter of priests of the Bishopric of Courland.
The external walls of the part of the house located
on the corner of Atmodas and Japa Streets are
approximately one meter thick. It leads to a
conclusion that the house was built in the 16®
or 17" century. In the course of time it has
undergone several transformations. The 1797
plan of Aizpute is the oldest document where
the present building was marked. The two-storey
section of the house in Atmodas iela was probably
built in the 18™ century, retaining the proportions
characteristic of the 17" century building [5, 15].

In 1898 it was rebuilt, partly retaining
the previous openings as well as the six-pane
division of windows that was popular in the
19th century. In 1900, the part of the house on
the corner of Jana iela was also transformed.
Its mezzanine with two windows in Atmodas iela
has a horizontal board cladding in the main facade



and vertical board cladding in the pediment which
also has a small circular window in the centre.
The corner of the house is hipped and the entrance
door, which is arranged in this part, is topped with
a decorative pediment.

Among the clauses in the Liepaja Building
Regulations issued in 1890 there was a provision
that on the corner plots the corners of the houses
had to be hipped at least at the ground floor level
and that the hipped line must be at least 3-meter
long and perpendicular to the bisector of the corner
angle. This provision was also applied in many
other towns of Kurzeme. The two-storey dwelling
masonry house of Cirava Pub at Pasta iela 1 that
was rebuilt in 1898 also has a hipped corner
(Figure 26). The entrance in it was accentuated
with a porch. The windows of the house in
the gable facade has a nine-pane and in the front
facade — a six-pane division.

Most of the oldest two-storey houses are
located in the main street of the town —in Atmodas
iela. The house at Atmodas iela 11 (Figure 27)
has a masonry ground floor, but its second floor
is made of wood. Today the ground floor is clad
in horizontally laid boards. An ornate panel door
has been preserved along with the wooden stairs
leading from the hallway to the second floor.
The stairs have lathed banisters. The balcony
with elaborate metal railings accentuates the
central part of the facade. The artistic image of the
building displays the elements that can be found
in the architecture of Lord’s Houses of Kurzeme
manors [15, 78].

Johan Jakobsons’ house, which was rebuilt
around the turn of the 19" and 20" centuries,
has a similar appearance (Figure 28). Its layout
was very simple: from most of the rooms doors
led to other rooms. In general, the volume of the
building has been retained intact. Only some finish
details and two symmetric balconies with metal
railings on the second floor have disappeared.
The house used to accommodate the Latvian
Society of Aizpute that was founded by Adolfs
Hertelis (1871-1908) in 1903, and the cashier’s
office of the Latvian Mutual Aid Society.
In 1905, the bureau of the Revolutionary Steering
Committee of Aizpute District was located there
[5, 27].

At the end of the 19" century along with the
growing urban development, the construction of
wooden dwelling houses experienced qualitative
and quantitative changes. More new houses were
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built which were simple apartment buildings with
small flats without conveniences. Their roofs
usually were flatter and they were not as important
as before in the streetscape. A standard type of
an urban wooden house struck root and it was
no longer closely related to the vernacular wooden
building traditions. Ansis Kreicbergs’ two-
storey wooden dwelling house in Jelgavas iela
(Figure 29) is one of such examples. It has
a symmetric facade with six-pane windows.
The windows with decorative frames are arranged
in the steady rhythm characteristic of Eclecticism
regardless of the interior layout. Some researchers
have also discerned “purely formal means of
enrichment of the volume of the building”
e.g. “dummy turrets or dormers” in the architecture
of the houses constructed at this time [6, /38].

At the beginning of the 20" century,
the architecture of wooden houses sometimes
indirectly reflected features of Art Nouveau.
Mainly they show in picturesque and dynamic
massing of the house which was more or less
related to the interior layout. In Aizpute one of
such examples was Dr Adolfs Zedins’ luxurious
two-storey dwelling house at Kalvenes iela 13.
It was built in 1903 to the design by architect
Karlis Strandmanis (Figure 30) but in the summer
of 2008 it was pulled down.

A romantically shaped turret rose above
the corner part that was turned at a 45-degree
angle towards the basic volume of the house.
The rooms in the house were grouped around the
stairwell and the central hall accessed through
the main entrance that was decorated with
elaborate woodcarvings.

As it was already noted, traditions in
construction of wooden houses were very strong
and single-storey houses with the mezzanine were
still built also at the beginning of the 20™ century.
They differed from the houses of the previous
historical styles only in proportions of volumes
and separate details of architectural finish.
The external walls of the attic or the semi-attic
floor were an innovative feature for the houses
with the mezzanine. The semi-attic floor was
usually clad laying the boards athwart the
direction of the rest of the facade cladding. It can
be seen e.g. in Jekabs Petrovics’s wooden dwelling
house with the mezzanine (Figure 31). J. Gekics
(f0. T'exkuy), who rendered the project of
the house, had evidently been one of the local
building masters.



Table 1. Projects for dwelling houses in Aizpute

Person who Year of
Address Building or project signed construction
(Before WWT) : construction project
project approval
Avotu iela Karlis Sneiders’ one-storey wooden dwelling house | - 1914
Bojuiela 13 Dr Adolfs Zedins™ two-storey wooden dwelling Kapiv 1903
house Cmpanomano
Boju iela M. Brants’ one-storey dwelling house - 1912
Boju icla 2 Pukitis’ masonry dwelling house H. Buepose 1912
Boju icla Ernests Kalnins™ dwelling house E. Kalnin 1913
Boju icla Rebuilding of the fagade of Francis Knitners’ - 1913
dwelling house
Boju icla 19 Teodors Tide’s dwelling house Th. Tiede 1913
Boju iela Stengrévica’s two-storey wooden dwelling house Xomasepy 1914
Jana iela 7 Rebuilding of Peiske Kozaks’a dwelling house O. Griinberg 1903
Janaiela 5 Capital rebuilding of one-storey wooden dwelling A TTunxosckiit 1908
house
Jana icla Rebuilding of Mihelsons’ dwelling house O. Griinberg 1909
Jana iela Transformation of the fagade of one-storey wooden | O. Griinberg Without date
dwelling house
Jelgavas icla Ansis Kreicbergs’ wooden dwelling house Ancn 1912
Kpeiyoepar
Jelgavas iela One-storey wooden dwelling house I0. I'exkuy 1912

dwelling house

Jelgavas 6 Rebuilding of the fagade of Johann Jakobson’s two- | O. Griinberg Without date
storey dwelling house

Jelgavas icla Construction of the second floor for two-storey Xomasepy 1914
wooden dwelling house

Jelgavas iela Transformation of the fagade for Calle Relovs’ two- | Xomasepy 1914
storey dwelling house

Liela iela Construction of the attic for Bordelis™ dwelling Kapmv 1896
house Bunxenmuii

Ilpeccupv

Licla iela 7 Facade of Tals” two-storey masonry dwelling house | O. Griinberg 1898

Liela iela Front facade of wooden dwelling house O. Griinberg 1898

Liela iela 21 Dwelling house 0. Griinberg 1898

Lielaiela 7 Facade of two-storey dwelling house K. Kaslowsky 1900

Liela icla Facade with a balcony of two-storey dwelling house 1900

Lielaiela 17 Transformation of Jakobs Kenihsfests’ dwelling O. Griinberg 1905
house

Liela icla Transformation of Bernics’ dwelling house Max Bertschy 1912

(1871-1935)

Liela iela Ernsts Ziverts’ two-storey wooden dwelling house 1913

Liela iela Restoration of T. Mihelsons’ dwelling house 1913

Liela iela 34 Facade transformation of Beitlers” dwelling house Xomasepy 1914

Liepajas iela Transformation of Zanno Feinbergs™ dwelling house | FO. I'exxuy 1913

Pasta iela | Capital repair of the loft apartment

Pasta iela | Transformation of front and gable facades of 1898
dwelling house

Rozu icla Transformation of Peiske Kozaks’ two-storey O. Griinberg -
dwelling house

RoZu iela Transformation of Filips Kozaks™ two-storey O. Griinberg 1912
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Particularly interesting is Teodors Tide’s
dwelling house with the mezzanine at Kalvenes
(then Boju) iela 19 (Figure 32). Its project was
drawn by the owner himself. The mezzanine with
the hipped roof made in half-timber construction
is located at one end of the house. Now it has been
clad in wood planks. The house has a convenient
layout and quite a good level of amenities.

The previously unknown construction
projects and other documents that are kept in
the Aizpute Local History Museum allow
determining the tendencies in the development of
urban construction. Approximately fifty projects
for transformation and construction of new
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S. Ozola, DZIVOJAMO EKU ARHITEKTURA UN PLANOJUMS AIZPUTE LIDZ PIRMAJAM PASAULES
KARAM

Aizputes, tapat ka daudzu citu Latvijas mazpilsétu raksturigo vidi veido arhitektiiras pieminekli — senas koka celtnes.
Péc Liepajas-Aizputes dzelzcela linijas atklaSanas 1897. gada Aizpute bija vérojams bivniectbas uzplaukums. Aizpute
ir viena no nedaudzajam pilsetam, kura saglabdjusies biivprojekti kops 1896. gada. Ta ir unikala vertiba izpetes darba,
kas lauj precizak definet un izprast likumsakaribas, pec kuram attistijusies pilsétas arhitektoniska telpa. Pilsetu koka
dzivojamds €kas atspoguloja sava laika arhitektiiras un makslas stilus, tacu senako pilsétas koka dzivojamo eku telpiskds
struktiras tipam bija daudz kopiga ar tautas celtniectbas iezimém. Aizputes apbivi, tapat ka Liepdja un Jelgava,
galvenokart veidoja videja lieluma dzivojamas ekas ar divslipju jumtiem un trisstira veida zelminiem. GulSkautpu un
pildreZgu konstrukcijas celtas sends dzivojamas ekam bija raksturtgs trisdaltgs planojums. Aizpute 19. gadsimta beigas
un 20. gadsimta sakumd izplatijas komerciala rakstura apbiive. Ekas vairs nevainagoja augstie, sarkanie dakstinu jumti.
Jaunas ékas parsedza ar lezeniem skarda jumtiem. Nostabilizejas jauni, tikai pisetu apbiivei raksturigi celtnu tipi un
izmainijas kopejais apbiives raksturs.

S. Ozola, ARCHITECTURE AND LAYOUT OF DWELLING HOUSES IN AIZPUTE UNTIL WORLD WAR I

In Aizpute, as in many other provincial towns of Latvia, the urban fabric is mostly made up of monuments of architecture
— old small-size wooden houses. After the opening of the railway line Liepdja-Aizpute in 1897, construction in Aizpute
became more active. Aizpute is one of the rare towns where the construction projects dating back to 1896 have been
preserved. It is a unique value in the research, as it allows understanding and defining more precisely the tendencies
in the urban and architectural development. The wooden dwelling houses in towns reflected the popular trends in art
and architecture of the respective period, yet the spatial structure of the oldest wooden dwelling houses had many
features characteristic of the vernacular building traditions. In Aizpute, like in Liepdja and Jelgava, there were mostly
medium-sized houses with gable roofs and triangular gables. The log houses and half-timber constructions usually had
a characteristic three-section layout. In the late 19th and early 20th century numerous commercial objects also were
constructed in Aizpute. Instead of the high, red tile roofs the newly constructed houses had flat tin roofs. The new types
of urban structures struck root and the overall urban fabric changed.

C. Ozona, APXUTEKTYPA U INIAHIIPOBKA XWJIBIX 3[JAHUI B A3IIYTE 00O NEPBON
MUPOBO¥ BOMHBI

s Aiisnyme, makce KaKk u OAsi MHOUX AAMBULCKUX MAACHLKUX 20P0008, XAPAKEPHbL APXUMEKMYPHbLE NAMAMHUKY
— OpesHue cmpoenus, opmupyrouue 3HaUuMble Ol 2PAOOCIPOUMENbCMBA CIpoumeavible Komaexcol. [locae
OMKPLIMUA HeNe3HOO0PONHcHOU aunuu Jluenaa-Atisnyme 61897 200y, 6 Aiisnyme HaAOAOOAACA PACUBI CHIPOUEALCEA.
Aiiznyme — 0OUH U3 HEMHOUX 200008, 8 KOMOPOM COXPAHUAUCH CIPoumebhvl npoekmot ¢ 1896 200a — ynukaavhasn
UEHHOCMb OAL UCACO08AMEALCKOU PAOOMbL, NO36OAANOWAR MOUHEe ONPeOeAimb U NOHUMAMb 3AKOHOMEPHOMCU,
N0 KOMOPbIM PA3BUBANOCH APXUMEKMOHUMECKOe NPOCMPAHCME0 20pood. [lepeessnnble JNcUAble O00MA 20pP0008
OMPaANCAAU APXUMEKMYPHbIE U XYOOHCECMBEHHble CIUAU C8020 8pemeHU. Bcmpeuatowuiica 6 20poockoll 3acmpolixe
NPOCPAHCMBEHHO-CMPYKIMYPHBLL MUN HCUABIX 30AHUL ObLA PACPOCMPAHEH MAKICE U 8 CEAbCKOL ApXUMEKmype, y He20
6bLa 06WUe Yepmbl HAPOOHO0 CMPOUMEALCIBA C CEAbCKUMU HCUABIMU NOCMPOUKami. 3acmpoiky Atianyme, makice
xax Jluenau u Eszasbl, 21asHbim 00pasom opmuposaiu xcuivie NOCMPOUKU CPEOHEl BEAUHUHBL C O8YXCKAMMHbIMU
KpblUAMU U MPEeXy20AbHbIMU  ppoHmonamu. [as 30anull, NOCPOCHHLIX C NOMOWDbIO OPYCOBLIX U (PaxeepKosbix
KOHCMPYKYUIL XapakmepHa nAaHuposxka u3 mpex uacei. B Aiiznyme 6 konye 19 u nauase 20 eexa Obiia wupoxo
PACnpoOCmMpanena KOMmepyeckasn 3acmpoika. [lepeesumole cmpoerus 60abuLe He YEEHUUBAAUCH BbICOKUMU KPACHbLMU
uepenuuHbiMu Kpoluiamu. Hoeswvle 30amna obpeau naockyto jcecmamyio kpoeaio. OOujuii 6U0 umea Co8ePULeHHO HOBbILI
xapaxmep.
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