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The idea to found a “Society of Sciences” is more than 170 years old. Already in 1838 the members of the Society of Literature and Arts of Courland started to think about founding a Society of Scientists in the Baltic Provinces. The Society of Literature and Arts in Courland was the first Scientific Society, and if we follow Jānis Stradiņš „the first Academy of Sciences” in the Baltic Provinces. Its aim was to promote the development of sciences and arts in Courland, and it was founded in Mitau / Jelgava, the capital city of the Courland province. In 1838 the Estonian Society of Sciences was founded, and its aim was to research the history of the Estonian Province.  Both Societies did not want to look unimportant. The University of Dorpat /Tartu /Jurjew was the center of sciences in Livonia and of all the Baltic Provinces, and the alumni of this institution did research on all the different questions that arose in the Baltic Provinces. In March of 1839, a set of rules was formulated for a meeting of the Scientists in the Baltic Provinces, and a letter was written to the Society of Literature and Arts of Courland. The letter had been signed by the professors of the University of Dorpat: A.W. Volkmann, F. Neue, C. E. Otto, F. Erdmann, K. L. Blum and F.G. Bunge.  The proposal was to have yearly meetings of the scientists of the Towns and Gouvernments of Petersburg, Livland, Courland, Estonia and Finland. The aim was to get to know each other better and to discuss scientific research. The first meeting was proposed to be in Dorpat from June 17th to June 19th 1839. The meeting of the scientists should transpire in scientific sections. Lectures of common interest should take place in plenary sessions, and lectures of specific interest should take place in the sections.  Only such persons should take part, who, either by their writings or by their function, are acknowledged scientists.  For the 120 years to come this was never realized. The conferences of the Baltic Historians of Sciences have only been organized since 1958. As this was the time when the Baltic Republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania were part of the Soviet Union, while Finland was part of the Western World, and the scientists of the West and of the Soviet Union belonged to different systems of thought, it was only after the fall of Soviet Union in 1990 that it was possible to invite scientists from other states to join these conferences. The Association of the History and Philosophy of Science of the Baltic Countries, which has a long and rich history, was founded in Riga in October, 1990. 
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