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     Ernst Louis Etienne Laspeyres (Halle, Germany, November 28, 1834 – August 4, 1913) was a professor at the University of Heidelberg, Professor ordinarus of economics and statistics, or State Sciences and Cameralistic and Accounting Sciences in Basel,
Riga, Dorpat (Tartu), and Karlsruhe, and for the last 26 years of his life in Giessen.

     Laspeyres is today mainly known for his development in 1871 of the index number formula method for determining price increases, used to calculate the rate of inflation.  This type of calculation is still used today, usually in the form of the Laspeyres - Paasche Index. In addition to his accomplishments in price indices, Laspeyres may be called one of the fathers of business administration as an academic-professional discipline in Germany, and as one of the main unifiers of economics and statistics by “developing ideas which are today by and large nationally and internationally reality: quantification and operationalization of economics; expansion of official statistics; cooperation of official statistics and economic research; and integration of the economist and the statistician in one person.” (Rinne, 1983) In economics, Laspeyres was to some extent a representative of the Historical School and certainly of “Kathedersocialismus” .  
     The date of the foundation of what is now the Riga Technical University is assumed to be  October 14th 1862. Even though in terms of remuneration and working conditions, the academic staff of the Riga Polytechnic lagged behind other institutions of higher education in Western Europe, the Riga Polytechnic managed to attract eminent scientists (For instance: W. Ostwald, W. Ritter, E. Hoyer, E. Arnold, A. Toepler and E. Laspeyres).

Laspeyres’s work has had an important influence on development in his sciences, this is why the author will not talk about the results of Laspeyres’s work but about his work environment and his contribution to the Baltic States.
     During his tenure as a professor at the Polytechnic of Riga (1866 – 1869), a very active club existed, called “Gewerbeverein” (Association for Trade and Commerce). The club was founded in 1866 and since January 1867 E. Laspeyres held several lectures in that club and became vice-president of the association in 1869. In 1867 he gave seven lectures “On the general European inflation since 1850” and “About the importance and benefits of a census”.
     In 1868, he held nine lectures on various topics - two lectures on "The formation of the merchant and the study of economics," five on "The location of the business in Paris" as well as on "The flourishing trade of Holland in the 17th Century ","The price of grain ". It is important to mention in particular his lectures on business education because E. Laspeyres was part of the department of trade and commerce of the Polytechnic School. The German press of Livonia published some his articles. After he left Riga, the contacts were not lost. He was corresponding member of the association of technical development of Riga.
