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ABSTRACT. The western and northern parts of the historic center 
of Jelgava forms a landscape in which there is preserved evidence 
of cultural and historical objects representing different centuries. 
7KH� LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�� UHVWRUDWLRQ� DQG� SUHVHUYDWLRQ� PDNH� LW� SRVVLEOH�
for the town to recover identity of its landscape space. The research 
LQFOXGHV� DQDO\VLV� RI� WKH� IRUPHU�'XNH� -DFRE·V� FDQDO�ZLWK� WKH� SUH�
war and current structure of the buildings and the green planting 
]RQHV��SDUWLDOO\�UHVWRULQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�EHG�RI�WKH�ZDWHUFRXUVH��7KH�
URZV�RI�WUHHV�DORQJ�WKH�FDQDO��WKH�JUHHQ�VORSHV�RI�WKH�EDQNV�DQG�WKH�
pedestrian bridges until the 30s of the 20th century brought in the 
WRZQ·V�GHQVH�EXLOGLQJ�DQ�DHVWKHWLFDOO\�KLJK�TXDOLW\�JUHHQ�VSDFH�IRU�
recreation.

KEYWORDS: cultural-historic landscape, nature base, sightlines, 
urban landscape space. 

The urban structure has been created over several centuries 
and shaped by different societies. It is built not only to meet the 
practical needs but also the social and aesthetic requirements [1]. 
The aesthetic quality of the environment is evaluated based on 
two key elements:

%� the formal properties, which focus on the physical 
characteristics and how they contribute to the aesthetic 
response (scale, shape, contrast, etc.);

%� symbolic or associative properties view factors that 
through the experience create connotations (identity, 
laconism, etc.) [1].

The urban constructional space is formed by the western and 
northern parts of the historic centre of Jelgava town with the 
survived testimony of both the human plans to transform nature 
and objects in the historical and cultural context describing 
GLIIHUHQW�FHQWXULHV��0DLQWHQDQFH�RI�WKH�XUEDQ�LGHQWLW\��SULPDULO\��
LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ��UHVWRUDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�RI�
REMHFWV�LQ�WKH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�ODQGVFDSH�FRQWH[W��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�WKRURXJK�
care and protection of the landscape space characteristic of this 
site. 

Preservation and development of the cultural and historical 
heritage of Jelgava town is included in the spatial planning 
GRFXPHQWV�RI�WKH�WRZQ��ZKHUH�RQH�RI�WKH�NH\�DVSHFWV�LV�WR�UHFRYHU�
WKH�XUEDQ�JUHHQ�YHLQV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�YLYLGO\�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�SUH�
war years.

The purpose of the article is related to evaluation of the proposal 
of the green plantation renewal and a more detailed study of the 
urban housing in the western and the northern parts.

The town’s historic centre as a monument of the urban 
construction protection contains areas of a number of old housing 
EORFNV��ZKHUH�RQO\�D�IHZ�EXLOGLQJV�VXUYLYHG�DV�WKH�WRZQ�EXUQHG�
GRZQ�GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU��/RVLQJ�KXJH�EXLOGLQJ�DUHDV��HDFK�RI�WKH�ROG�
EXLOGLQJV� WKDW�KDV�HVFDSHG� IURP�IDOOLQJ� WR�SLHFHV�� WRGD\� LV�RI�D�
particular importance. The same is true for the green zones as in 
WKH�SRVW�ZDU�\HDUV�ZLWK�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�EXLOGLQJV�

the green network of the urban space has also changed. One of the 
´EOXH�JUHHQµ�VWUXFWXUH�HOHPHQWV�ZDV�'XNH�-DFRE·V�&DQDO��ZKLFK�
ZDV� EXLOW� LQ� ������ ,WV� EHG� FRQQHFWHG� WKH� 6YďWH�5LYHU�ZLWK� WKH�
'ULNVD�5LYHU�DQG�SURYLGHG�WKH�WRZQ�ZLWK�D�VDIH�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�>�@�� 
,Q� WKH� VXPPHU�� LW�ZDV� D� IDYRXULWH� HVSODQDGH� IRU� WKH� WRZQVIRON��
7KH�FDQDO�ZDV�ÀOOHG�XS�LQ�WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�

One of the most important landscape spaces of the town was 
-DFRE·V� &DQDO�� ZKLFK� VWDUWHG� DW� WKH� žLQWHUPXLçD� 3DUN� LQ� WKH�
western part and its length to the town rampart was around 1500 
P��$W�WKLV�VHFWLRQ��WKHUH�ZHUH�PHDGRZV�DQG�SDVWXUHV��EXW�DW�WKH�
town rampart on its banks there were dense residential wooden 
buildings with gardens. The mouth of the canal was outlined by 
WKH� SLFWXUHVTXH�ÁRRG�ODQG�PHDGRZV�RI� WKH�6YďWH�5LYHU��ZKLFK�
ZHUH�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSUHVVLYH�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�ZKHQ�WKH�\HOORZ�ZLOORZV��
PDUVK�PDULJROGV�DQG�ELUG�FKHUULHV�ZHUH� LQ�EORRP��7KH�KLVWRULF�
and cultural landscape has survived to this day as in the spring 
ÁRRG�ZDWHUV�RI�WKH�ULYHU�ÀOO�WKH�HQWLUH�ÁRRG�ODQG��ZKLFK�SUHYHQWV�
appearance of new buildings. 

)LJ�����*UHHQHU\�RI�WKH�FDQDO�HPEDQNPHQW�ZLWK�D�ZDONLQJ�DUHD�DQG�URDG��WKH���V�
RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��

)LJ�� ���7KH� KLVWRULFDO� EXLOGLQJ� DORQJ�'XNH� -DFRE·V�&DQDO� �WKH� ��V� RI� WKH� ��WK�
FHQWXU\��
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1H[W�WR�WKH�ÁRRG�ODQG�WKHUH�LV�WKH�SDUN�RI�2OG�žLQWHUPXLçD�ZLWK�
EXLOGLQJV��7KH�SDUN·V�DUHD�LV�RFFXSLHG�E\�D�ODQGVFDSH�DUHD��ZKLFK�
LV�����P�ORQJ�� WKH�QRUWK�ZHVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�ZKLFK�DORQJ�WKH�FDQDO�
EDQNV�WRGD\�LV�JRQH��,Q�WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��DW�WKLV�ORFDWLRQ�
DERXW�����P�LQ�OHQJWK�WKHUH�ZDV�IRUPLQJ�D�QHZ�LQGLYLGXDO�EXLOGLQJ�
DUHD�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�ORZ�GHQVLW\�KRXVLQJ�HVWDWH�RI�WKH���V�RI�WKH�
��WK�FHQWXU\��7KXV��D�FRQWLQXRXV�RQH�SLHFH� ODQGVFDSH�KDV�EHHQ�
obtained that continues or extends the historical area. In the park 
RI�žLQWHUPXLçD�� WKHUH� DUH� VHSDUDWH� JURXSV� RI� ROG� WUHHV� WKDW� DUH�
adjacent to the right bank of the former canal to form against the 
longitudinal axis of the canal perpendicular green view spaces. 
7KH\� IHDWXUH� WKH� VHSDUDWHO\� SODFHG� KLVWRULFDO� ��VWRUH\� ZRRGHQ�
EXLOGLQJV��WKH���V����V�RI� WKH���WK�FHQWXU\���7KH�PDQRU�DUHD� LV�
HQFORVHG�E\�D�VWRQH�IHQFH��ZKLFK� LV�SDUDOOHO� WR� WKH� ORQJLWXGLQDO�
axis of the canal and rests 80 m from it. Clearing the view lines 
IURP�WKH�IRUPHU�FDQDO�ORFDWLRQ��VKUXE�WULPPLQJ��UHPRYDO�RI�WUHH�
VHHGOLQJV��HWF����LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHFRYHU�D�KLJK�TXDOLW\�KLVWRULFDO�
VSDFH�� WKH� H[SUHVVLYHQHVV� RI� ZKLFK� ZRXOG� DOVR� FRPSOLPHQW�
restoration of the adjacent wooden buildings. In the view points 
IURP�WKH�FDQDO�ORFDWLRQ��WKH�VWRQH�IHQFH�DQG�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�
old manor would be viewed. When restoring the canal bed in the 
DUHD�RI�WKH�PDQRU�SDUN��WKH�FDUULDJHZD\�RI�'DPEMD�LHOD��VWUHHW��
should be built on the left bank of the canal so that the transport 

zone does not split the watercourse from the park’s landscapes. 
,Q�WKH���V²��V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��FRQVWUXFWLQJ�'DPEMD�LHOD��WKH�
old trees were cut on the banks of the canal. If they were planed 
DJDLQ�� LW� ZRXOG� FRQWLQXH� WKH� KLVWRULF� SHGHVWULDQ� SURPHQDGH� XS�
WR� WKH� ÁRRG�ODQG� RI� WKH� 6YďWH�5LYHU��%\� UHFRYHULQJ� WKH�PDQRU�
ODQGVFDSH� VSDFH�ZLWK� WKH� FDQDO�� WKH�ZHVWHUQ� DUHD� RI� WKH� XUEDQ�
HQYLURQPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�VXSSOHPHQWHG�E\�D�QHZ�JUHHQ�ZHGJH�W\SH�
area.
,Q� WKH�QRUWKHUQ�SDUW�� WKH�DUHD�RI�žLQWHUPXLçD� LV�VHSDUDWHG�E\�

WKH� WRZQ·V� ULQJ� URDG��ZKLFK� LQ� WKH�����P� VHFWLRQ� FRQQHFWV� WKH�
UHVLGHQWLDO�KLJK�ULVH�DUHD�RI�WKH�KRXVLQJ�HVWDWH�ZLWK�WKH�PDQVLRQ�
DUHD�DQG�WKH�VKRSSLQJ�FHQWUH��WKH�QRUWKHUQ�VRXWKHUQ�D[LV���,Q�WXUQ��
WKH�EHG�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�FDQDO��RQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�HDVWHUQ�D[LV��ZLWK�WKH�
SUHVHQW�WUHH�ODQH�ZRXOG�IRUP�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�JUHHQ�EDFNERQH��ZKLFK�
FRQQHFWV�WR�WKH�VLGH�VWUHHWV�ZLWK�OLQHV�RI�WUHHV��JDUGHQV��HWF�

It is possible to develop the continuation of the manor park 
DUHD�RQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�VLGH�RI� WKH�ULQJ�URDG��ZKLFK�LV�QRZ�D�YDVW�
PHDGRZ��DQG�GHVLJQLQJ�LW�DV�0HçDSDUNV��WKXV��H[WHQGLQJ�WKH�JUHHQ�
ZHGJH�WRZDUGV�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�WRZQ��ZKLFK�PRUH�FRQYLQFLQJO\�
would emphasise expressiveness of the cultural and historical 
ODQGVFDSH��&XUUHQWO\��WKH�ULQJ�URDG�FXWV�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�JUHHQ�VSDFH�
and stops its seamless arrival into the urban environment. It is 
SRVVLEOH�WR�EXLOG�WKH�ULQJ�URDG�DV�D�JUHHQ�ULQJ��GHVLJQLQJ�WKH�URDG�
lines of tree plantations and separate groups. It is based on the 
aspect that the ring road is placed very close to the town centre. In 
WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�URDG�WUDQVSRUW�ORDG�RU�LQWHQVLW\�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�
several times as the arch branches with roads of an international 
VLJQLÀFDQFH�OHDGLQJ�WR�/LWKXDQLD��5LJD��/LHSDMD��,W�LV��WKHUHIRUH��
QHFHVVDU\�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�JUHHQ�SODQWLQJ�OLQH�DQG�WKH�DUHD��ZKHUH�
one of the town’s elements of the landscape space is the historic 
canal area. 

In the direction of the town centre from the ring road to the 
WRZQ·V�UDPSDUW������P���WKH�IRUPHU�FDQDO�EHG��FXUUHQWO\�'DPEMD�
LHOD�� LV� VXUURXQGHG� E\� WKH� SRVW�ZDU� PDQVLRQ� EXLOGLQJV� ZLWK�
gardens and tree plantation lines. One of the historical houses 
RI� WKH� FDQDO� HPEDQNPHQW� DW� 'DPEMD� LHOD� ��� LV� UHVWRUHG� �WKH�
��V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\���ZKLFK�YLYLGO\�KLJKOLJKWV�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�
EXLOGLQJV�RI� WKH� WLPH�JRQH�E\�²�DV�D�ÀOOHG� IUDPHZRUN�EXLOGLQJ�
ZLWK�ZRRGHQ�EHDULQJ�ZDOOV�DQG�FOD\�EULFN�ÀOO�EXW�WKH�URRI�ZLWK�
clay tile covering.

)LJ����7KH�UHVWRUHG�UHVLGHQWLDO�KRXVH�DW�'DPEMD�LHOD����

)LJ�����7KH�ÀOOHG�XS�FDQDO�SODFH�ZLWK�D�GHQVH�OLQH�RI�WUHHV�LQ�'DPEMD�LHOD��������
DXWKRU·V�SKRWR��

)LJ�����7KH�ROG�FDQDO�VWDUWLQJ�DW�WKH�SDUN�RI�žLQWHUPXLçD��������DXWKRU·V�SKRWR��
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The old buildings and their scale along the canal can be seen 
LQ�WKH�VPDOO�VLGH�VWUHHWV�OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�ZDWHUIURQW��.XQJX�LHOD�����
.XQJX�LHOD�����HWF����ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�ZRRGHQ�VWUXW�IUDPHZRUN�
buildings with gabled ridged roofs. The old historic downtown 
EXLOGLQJV�ZHUH�FRQVWUXFWHG� LQ� D� ORZ�GHQVLW\� FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�ZLWK�
EHDXWLIXO� DSSOH�WUHH� RUFKDUGV� DURXQG�� ZKLFK� WRJHWKHU� ZLWK� WKH�
FDQDO�SODQWDWLRQV��IRUPHG�D�XQLÀHG�JUHHQ�ODQGVFDSH�VSDFH��,W�ZDV�
SDUWLFXODUO\� VFHQLF� LQ� WKH� VSULQJ�ZKHQ� WKH� IUXLW� WUHHV� DQG� ELUG�
cherries were in bloom.
7KH�EXLOGLQJV·�KHLJKW�FKDQJHG�LQ�WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�

ZLWK�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�IRXU���VWRUH\�EXLOGLQJV�E\�WKH�FDQDO�IRU�
WKH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�/DWYLDQ�DUP\�LQIDQWU\�UHJLPHQW������P�EHIRUH�
WKH� UDPSDUW�SODFH��� ,Q� WXUQ�� LQ� WKH���V�RI� WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�QHDU�
KHUH���VWRUH\�DQG���VWRUH\�EXLOGLQJV�ZHUH�FRQVWUXFWHG��7KH�KHLJKW�
disproportion of the existing buildings is successfully masked by 
D� VROLG� OLQGHQ� OLQH��2Q� WKH� RSSRVLWH� VLGH� RI� WKH� FDQDO��ZRRGHQ�
EXLOGLQJV�RI�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�DUH�SUHVHUYHG��,Q�
WKLV�SODFH��WKH�UXQQLQJ�RI�WKH�FDQDO�UHDFKHG�WKH�IRUPHU�SODFH�RI�
WKH�FDQDO�DQG�IRUPHG�DQ�H[WHQVLRQ�RU�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�SRQG��ZKHUH�
traders from boats unloaded goods needed for the townsfolk. The 
SRQG� VL]H�ZDV� VXIÀFLHQW� IRU� ERDWV� WR� GRFN� DQG� WXUQ� DURXQG�� ,Q�
WKLV�SODFH��KLVWRULFDOO\��WKH�XUEDQ�VSDFH�FUHDWHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�VPDOO�
VWUHHW� VSOLWV�� -��$VDUD� ²�0��'DPEMD� ²�9HFSLOVďWDV� ²�'REHOHV� ²� 
/LHOă�²�.U��%DURQD�LHOD��DORQJ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�ZHUH�ZDUHKRXVHV�DQG�
VPDOO� WUDGHUV·� VKRSV�� ,W� IRUPV� WKH� VR�FDOOHG�ZHVWHUQ�JDWH�RI� WKH�
WRZQ��$IWHU�:RUOG�:DU� ,�� WKH� FDQDO� ZDV� JUDGXDOO\� ÀOOHG� XS� LQ�
VWDJHV�� VWDUWLQJ� IURP� WKH� 6YďWH�5LYHU� VLGH� DV� LQ� KRW� VXPPHU� LW�
GULHG�RXW��LWV�EHG�IRUPLQJ�ZDWHU�GULIW�GHFRPSRVLWLRQ��
&XUUHQWO\��LQVWHDG�RI�WKH�SRQG�WKHUH�DUH�FURVVURDGV�RI�VWUHHWV�DQG�

D� VTXDUH�� ZKLFK� PDUNV� DQRWKHU� LPSRUWDQW� JUHHQ� ODQGVFDSH� VSDFH�
DORQJVLGH� WKH�KLJK�ULVH�UHVLGHQWLDO�EXLOGLQJV��7KH�VTXDUH·V�SODFH� LV�
D�SRLQW��DW�ZKLFK�WKH�ORQJLWXGLQDO�D[LV�RI�/LHOă�LHOD�IRUPV�D�URWDWLRQ�
DQJOH�DQG�WKHUH�WKH�GLVWDQW�OLQHV�FDQ�EH�YLHZHG��ZKHUH�WKH�VWUHHW�WUHH�
SODQWLQJ�OLQHV�GRPLQDWH��FUHDWLQJ�D�JUHHQ�WUDQVSRUW�FRUULGRU�RI�ERWK�
the eastern and the western direction. Thanks to the street planting 
GHQVLW\��LQ�WKH�HDVWHUQ�SDUW���WKHUH�DUH�DUFKLWHFWXUDOO\�H[SUHVVLRQOHVV�
IRUPV�RI�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�\HDUV��WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\���1H[W�WR�WKH�
VTXDUH�²�WKH�ORQJLWXGLQDO�D[LV�RI�/LHOă�LHOD�DQG�WKH�WUDIÀF�ÁRZ�DUH�
GLYLGHG�E\�WKH�JUHHQ�SODQWLQJ�DUHD��ZKLFK�HYHQ�PRUH�FOHDUO\�PDUNV�
the former pond and the town’s rampart place. As a vertical accent 

in this view point there is the spire of St. Ann’s Church next to it. 
The western part of the church garden or the left embankment of 
the former canal connects the downtown streets with the historic 
ZRRGHQ�EXLOGLQJV��WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��²�ZRRGHQ�IUDPHZRUN�
EXLOGLQJV��ZKHUH�HDFK�EXLOGLQJ·V�SORW�RI�WKH�EDFN\DUG�HQGV�XS�ZLWK�
woodsheds. The street is not characterized by tree plantations but by 
wrought granite cobblestones.

The second parallel street that connects to the left promenade 
VLGH�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�FDQDO�LV�-ăƇD�$VDUD�LHOD�ZLWK�ZRRGHQ�EXLOGLQJV�
DQG� ZLWK� D� OLQH� RI� WUHH� SODQWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� SRVW�ZDU� \HDUV�� 7KH�
EXLOGLQJV� PDUN� WKH� OLQH� RI� WKH� ROG� UDPSDUW�� +HUH� D� ����\HDU�
old willow is also preserved with a thick canopy of leaves the 
branches of which suffer from the wind gusts every year. The 
KHLJKW�RI�WKH�WUHH�FURZQ�DORQJ�-��$VDUD�LHOD�LV�QRZ�WRR�ZLGH��LW�
hides the historical wooden buildings when entering the town 
IURP�'REHOH�� ,Q� WXUQ�� WKH�VPDOO� ODZQ�DUHD� ����P�ZLGH��QH[W� WR�
it should be used as a foreground marking the historical urban 
space. It is recommended that the separating tree plantations are 
SODFHG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�WKH�JDVROLQH�ÀOOLQJ�VWDWLRQ��WKXV�PDVNLQJ�LQ�
the main view points the overwhelming vehicle area.

 The landscape space of the former canal is also complemented 
E\� WKH� QDUURZ�0�� 'DPEMD� LHOD�� ZKLFK� RYHUORRNV� WKH� URPDQWLF�
view of the spire of St. Anna’s Church.

Fig. 8. The greenery of the former canal embankment in the view lines to St. 
$QQ·�&KXUFK��������DXWKRU·V�SKRWR��

)LJ�����7KH�IRUPHU�FDQDO�SODFH�QHDU�WKH�JDUGHQ�LQ�.U��%DURQD�LHOD��������DXWKRU·V�
SKRWR��

)LJ�� ���7KH� EHG� RI� WKH� IRUPHU� FDQDO�ZLWK� WUHH� OLQHV� QHDU� WKH� IRUPHU�.UDPHU·V�
IDFWRU\��������DXWKRU·V�SKRWR��
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�)URP�WKH�IRUPHU�SODFH�RI�WKH�WRZQ�UDPSDUW�� LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�
of the historic centre – the canal becomes a walking place or a 
SURPHQDGH�W\SLFDO�IRU�WKH�WRZQ�UHFUHDWLRQ��WKH�SUHVHQW�.U��%DURQD�
LHOD���$OWKRXJK�� WKH� WRZQ·V� UDPSDUW�ZDV� FRQVLGHUHG� WKH� WRZQ·V�
VXEXUEDQ� DUHD�� KRZHYHU�� WKHUH� OLYHG�ZHOO�RII� SHRSOH��ZKR�EXLOW�
there luxurious wooden architecture houses. Some of them have 
VXUYLYHG�LQ�9HFSLOVďWDV�LHOD�1R������������DV�ZLWQHVVHV�RI�WKH�ODWH�
baroque period buildings.
$W� WKH� IRUPHU� UDPSDUW� RI� WKH� WRZQ�� WKHUH�ZDV� WKH� JDUGHQ� RI�

6W��$QQ·V�&KXUFK�� WKH� JUHHQHU\�RI�ZKLFK�YLVXDOO\�PHUJHG�ZLWK�
JUHHQHU\�RI�WKH�FDQDO�HPEDQNPHQW��,Q�WKLV�VHFWLRQ��WKH�ZDWHUFRXUVH�
ZDV�QRW�ÀOOHG�GXULQJ�:RUOG�:DU�,��%HVLGHV��WKH�SKRWRV�VKRZ�WKDW�
the embankment of the canal was a popular walking area from the 
Latvian St. Ann’s Church to the German Trinity Church. 

The promenade of the canal embankment was decorated with 
OLQGHQ� WUHH� SODQWDWLRQV�� VPDOO� ZRRGHQ� EULGJHV� DQG� WKH� JUHHQ�
slope of the embankment together with the buildings created 
D� URPDQWLF� XUEDQ� VSDFH�� &XUUHQWO\�� WKH� FKXUFK� JDUGHQ� DQG� WKH�
linden plantations of the former canal remain. The canal created 
D� GLVWLQFWLYH� XUEDQ� ´JUHHQ�EOXH� EDFNERQHµ�� &XUUHQWO\�� WKH� ROG�
riverbed site connects to the perpendicular street tree plantation 
OLQHV� �-DXQDWQHV� LHOD�� 3DVWD� LHOD��0ăWHUD� LHOD�� DQG� WKH� KLJK�ULVH�
residential backyard tree plantation groups.

Looking at the historic canal bed in its full length and including 
LW� LQ� WKH� XUEDQ� DUHD� GHYHORSPHQW� FRQFHSW�� WKH� FDQDO� ODQGVFDSH�
space has to be broken down into a number of green areas:

%� WKH�PRXWK� DUHD� RI� WKH� IRUPHU� FDQDO� QHDU� WKH� ÀRRG�ODQG�
PHDGRZV�RI�WKH�6YƝWH�5LYHU�

%� WKH�FXOWXUDO�ODQGVFDSH�VSDFH��ƦLQWHUPXLåD�SDUNODQG��
%� the section of the former watercourse near the present 

town’s ring road – the meadow landscape with long 
ODQGVFDSH�OLQHV�WR�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�ƦLQWHUPXLåD�3DUN�

%� WKH�ODQGVFDSH�VSDFH�RI�WKH�VRXWK�ZHVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�FDQDO�
FRQVLVWLQJ� RI� WKH� VLGH�VWUHHW� FRQQHFWLRQV� ZLWK� JDUGHQV�
�.XQJX�LHOD��(JDV�LHOD��6NRORWƗMX�LHOD��-��$VDUD�LHOD��

%� the tree lane of the canal promenade (Kr. Barona iela) and 
WKH�JDUGHQ�FRQWH[W�RI�6W��$QQ¶V�&KXUFK�LQ�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�
the rural buildings; 

%� WKH� JUHHQHU\� DUHD� RI� WKH� FDQDO� HPEDQNPHQW� DORQJ� WKH�
LQGXVWULDO�KHULWDJH�DQG�WKH�JUHHQ�DUHD�RI�WKH�EDFN\DUGV�RI�
WKH�KLJK�ULVH�UHVLGHQWLDO�EORFNV�RI�KRXVHV��IURP�-DXQDWQHV�
LHOD�WR�3DVWD�LHOD���

%� WKH�JUHHQHU\�DUHDV�RI�WKH�VTXDUH�RI�WKH�+RXVH�RI�&XOWXUH�
DQG�WKH�FHQWUDO�VTXDUH��IURP�3DVWD�LHOD�XS�WR�8]YDUDV�LHOD���

,QFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�JUHHQ�ODQGVFDSH�VSDFH�LQ�WKH�
rural environment is also important if in the coming decade the 
canal bed is not renewed.
3URI�� ,YDUV� 6WUDXWPDQLV� KDV� GHÀQHG� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO�

architectural and environmental coexistence options:
%� integration – a particular landscape is not destroyed but 

rather transformed so that interaction with the new spatial 
structures achieves a higher degree of the harmonic unity;

%� subordination – when the given landscape components 
DUH� IRUPDOO\� VXEMHFW� WR� WKH� QHZ� EXLOGLQJV¶� VWUXFWXUDO�
peculiarities;

%� LQWHJUDWLRQ�±�LQWHJUDWLQJ�DOO�WKH�PDMRU�IDFWRUV�RI�WKH�UXUDO�
buildings [2].

The expressiveness of the canal is also emphasized by the Old 
Market Square with perimeter buildings. The canal ended with a 
SRRO�LQ�WKH�VTXDUH��ZKLFK�YLVXDOO\�VXSSOHPHQWHG�WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQDO�
expressiveness of the urban space. The tree plantations in the 
VTXDUH�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�RQO\�DW�WKH�7RZQ�+DOO��VR�OD\LQJ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�
the town’s main line of the buildings in the square.

The transformation process of the urban environment is 
affected by the disappearance of the historical area of buildings 
GXULQJ� WKH�ZDU� \HDUV�� DQG� LQ� LWV� SODFH� LQ� WKH� ��V� RI� WKH� ��WK�
century about 60 trees were planted. They have already reached 
WKH� VFDOH� RI� WKH� EUDQFKHV�� DQG� WKHUHIRUH� D� GLVSURSRUWLRQ� LV�
FUHDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�DGMDFHQW�EXLOGLQJV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKLV�DSSOLHV�WR�
WKH�JURXSV�RI�ELUFK�WUHHV��7KH�KLVWRULF�VTXDUH�KDV�DOVR�FKDQJHG�
the vertical mark of the height obtained by levelling the 
EXLOGLQJ�UXLQV�LQ�������7KH�JUHHQ�VTXDUH�LQ�WKH�WRZQ�FHQWUH�VWLOO�
UHWDLQV�D�WHPSRUDU\�QDWXUH��5HFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FHQWUH�ZDV�QRW�
SRVVLEOH�XS�WR�WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��,Q�WXUQ��QRZ�WKHUH�DUH�
RUJDQL]HG�LGHD�FRQWHVWV�RI�WKH�\RXQJ�DUFKLWHFWV��VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�D�
synthesis between the historical building space scale including 
the existing square greenery. Some of the architects’ ideas 
include the restoration idea of the historic canal and basin in the 
square. The reconstruction projects also consider the existing 
tree plantation groups between the historic square and the canal 
LQWDNH� LQ� WKH�'ULNVD� 5LYHU��$W� SUHVHQW�� WKHUH� DUH� JDUDJHV�� WKH�
removal of which would give an opportunity to develop the 
JUHHQ� UHFUHDWLRQDO� VSDFH�� ZKLFK� ZRXOG� FRQQHFW� WR� WKH� 'ULNVD�
Promenade.

The tree plantation lines of Duke Jacob’s Canal and river 
HPEDQNPHQW�DV�D�NLQG�RI�WKH�́ JUHHQ�EOXH�ÀQJHUVµ�EURXJKW�YHLQV�WR�
WKH�WRZQ�ZKLFK��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�EXLOGLQJV��FUHDWHG�D�SLFWXUHVTXH�
street landscape silhouette view lines from the bridge and the 
JDUGHQ�RI� WKH�SDODFH� >�@��$W� SUHVHQW�� WKH� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFW�
of the Driksa Promenade is carried out by replacing the old trees 
with a new greenery and by strengthening the left bank slope and 
FUHDWLQJ�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHFUHDWLRQ�DUHDV��,Q�WXUQ��IRU�WKH�UHQHZDO�RI�
WKH�EHG�RI�'XNH�-DFRE·V�&DQDO�DQG�WKH�WUHH�SODQWDWLRQV��D�QXPEHU�
RI�VNHWFK�GHVLJQV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHYHORSHG��ZKLFK�DUH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�
further development of the urban space.
%UHDNLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�WRZQ�UDPSDUW�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���th 

FHQWXU\��RQ�WKH�OHIW�VLGH�RI�'XNH�-DFRE·V�&DQDO��D�QHZ�IXQFWLRQDO�
]RQH� ²� WKH� LQGXVWULDO� DUHD� ²� ZDV� FUHDWHG� �WKH� .UDPHU·V� PHWDO�
IDFWRU\� DQG� OHDWKHU� SURFHVVLQJ� XQLW�� >�@�� *HRJUDSKLFDOO\�� WKLV�
SODFH�ZDV�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�WRZQ��IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�
WUDGH�URXWH�OHDG�WR�WKH�LFH�IUHH�SRUW�RI�/LHSDMD��7KH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
YROXPH� ZDV� VXIÀFLHQWO\� GLVWDQFHG� IURP� 6W��$QQ·V� &KXUFK� DQG�
they did not compete spatially with the church.
,Q�FRQWUDVW��LQ�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�\HDUV��WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\���

LQ� GHYHORSLQJ� WKH� SURGXFWLRQ�� WKH� IDFWRU\� JRW� D� KXJH� EXLOGLQJ�
KHLJKW�� ZKLFK� GLVUXSWHG� VFDOH� DQG� SURSRUWLRQ� RI� WKH� KLVWRULFDO�
VSDFH��7KH�WUHH�SODQWDWLRQV�DORQJ�6W��$QQ·V�&KXUFK��.U��%DURQD�
LHOD��ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�PDVN�PDVVLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�����P�ORQJ�EXLOGLQJ�
YROXPH��,Q�WXUQ��WKH�ROG�FKXUFK�JDUGHQ�WUHHV�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�VLGH�
of the church with the huge canopy of leaves screened the facades 
RI�WKH�FKXUFK�DW�WKH�VLGH�RI�/LHOă�LHOD��7KH�SODQWHG�WUHHV�DURXQG�
�����LQ�-DXQDWQHV�LHOD�KDYH�UHDFKHG�D�JUHDW�KHLJKW�DW�SUHVHQW��LQ�
its pedestrian zone the view lines on the factory building volume 
hide behind the green foliage.
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7KH�RWKHU�FUDIW�FHQWUH�RI�WKH�LQGXVWULDO�KHULWDJH��DSSUR[������P�
IURP�-DFRE·V�&DQDO��²�EXLOW�LQ�WKH���V�RI�WKH���WK�²�KDV�VDYHG�WKH�
FRPSRVLWLRQDO� H[SUHVVLYHQHVV�RI� WKH���VWRUH\�EULFN�DUFKLWHFWXUH�
DQG�DV�D�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�ÀWV�ZHOO� LQWR� WKH�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQW��
7KH�DUHD��KLVWRULFDOO\��GLG�QRW�KDYH�WUHH�SODQWDWLRQV�DV�LW�VWRRG�MXVW�
RXWVLGH�WKH�FLW\�ZDOOV�LQ�WKH�SDVWXUH�PHDGRZV��&XUUHQWO\��WKHUH�DUH�
OHVV�GHQVH�EXLOGLQJV�ZLWKRXW�VSHFLÀF�OLQHV�RI�VWUHHW�WUHH�SODQWLQJV�
:LWK�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�DUHDV�DORQJ�WKH�FDQDO�EHG��

VPDOO�ZRUNHUV·�UHVLGHQWLDO�GHYHORSPHQWV�DOVR�DURVH��0RVWO\��WKH\�
ZHUH�����VWRUH\�ZRRGHQ�EXLOGLQJV�DORQJ�$XVHNƁD��.D]DUPHV��0��
'DPEMD�� -��$VDUD��.ăUƁD� DQG�/DSVNDOQD� VWUHHWV� >�@��7KH� VWUHHWV�
were narrow as only two horse carts could exchange. None of 
WKH�VWUHHWV�KDG�WUHH�SODQWDWLRQV��,Q� WXUQ�� LQ� WKH�EDFN\DUGV�RI� WKH�
KRXVHV�� WKHUH� ZHUH� KRXVHKROG� EXLOGLQJV� ZLWK� D� VPDOO� JDUGHQ��
Factory workers’ houses concentrated in the northern part of 
WKH�WRZQ��ZKLFK�UHODWLYHO\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�KHLJKW�PDUNV��ZDV�D�
ORZHU�DQG�ZHWWHU�SODFH��DQG�ÁRRG�ZDWHUV�VWD\HG�WKHUH�WKH�ORQJHVW�
time [6].
,Q�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�\HDUV��ZLWK�WKH�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�VWUHHW�QHWZRUN�RI�

the central part of the town and creation for it new tree plantations in 
WKH���V����V�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��WKH�PDLQ�WRZQ�ODQGVFDSH�GHVLJQHU�
-ăQLV� /LHSLƇå� VXFFHVVIXOO\� PDVNHG� WKH� LPSHUVRQDO� VWDQGDUG�
EXLOGLQJ� DUFKLWHFWXUH� LQ� /LHOă� LHOD�� 5ĦJDV� LHOD�� 3DVWD� LHOD�� HWF�� 
Comparing the town’s main transport motorways – Dobeles iela 
DQG� /LWKXDQLDQ� +LJKZD\� ²� ZLWK� 'DPEMD� LHOD� �WKH� IRUPHU� EHG�
SODFH�RI�WKH�FDQDO���LW�FDQ�EH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�FDQDO�
greenery street is the most expressive and picturesque.
&LW\� &RXQFLO� RI� -HOJDYD�� RUJDQL]LQJ� ZRUNVKRSV� DQG�

FRPSHWLWLRQV��KDV�PDQDJHG�WR�FRPH�WR�D�QXPEHU�RI�FRQFOXVLRQV�
DERXW�'XNH�-DFRE·V�&DQDO� UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURSRVDOV��RIIHULQJ� WR�
expose the canal bed fragmentary in separate stages:

%� LQ� WKUHH�RU� IRXU� ORFDWLRQV�DORQJ� WKH�EHG�RI�'DPEMD� LHOD��
FUHDWLQJ�ZDONLQJ�]RQHV�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�EULGJHV�

%� QHDU�WKH�JDUGHQ�RI�6W��$QQ¶V�&KXUFK�RSSRVLWH�9HFSLOVƝWDV�
iela, so enriching the town’s part not only with street 
cafes, lounge terraces, street trading area and the restored 
wooden buildings but also bringing the canal charm 
ZLWK� WKH� HPEDQNPHQW� VORSHV�� DTXDWLF� SODQWV� DQG� VPDOO�
architectural forms;

%� LQ� WKH� ]RQH� RI� WKH� IRUPHU� PDUNHW� VTXDUH�� ZKHUH� WKH�
town’s cultural events are held and wider gatherings for 
celebrations of the town; 

%� WKH� LQWDNH� RI� WKH� FDQDO� LQWR� WKH�'ULNVD�5LYHU�� XVLQJ� WKH�
ZDWHU�OHYHO�GLIIHUHQFH�DQG�FUHDWLQJ�D�ZDWHUIDOO�WKDW�LQ�WKH�
'ULNVD�3URPHQDGH�DUHD�FRXOG�HQULFK�WKH�XUEDQ�VSDFH�

CONCLUSIONS

Any inhabited locality has its own physical structure and 
symbolic identity. Most often the urban space forms the town’s 
XQLTXHQHVV��WKHUHIRUH��JUHDW�LPSRUWDQFH�LV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
aesthetical quality of the urban environment.
7KH�WRZQ�LV�D�VHDPOHVV�DQG�FRPSOH[�IRUP��ZKLFK��DW�WKH�VDPH�

WLPH�� LV� FKDQJLQJ� DQG� FKDRWLF�� $� UHDG\� V\VWHP�� VWUXFWXUHG� LQ�
OHYHOV��LV�QRW�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�LW��$OO�WKH�HOHPHQWV�DUH�DUUDQJHG�LQ�
D�FRPSOH[�VWUXFWXUH��ZKLFK�PD\�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�LQGLYLGXDO�ORFDO�
systems that are interrelated to some extent. Each part of the town 
has its own formal and symbolic properties and their perception 

$LMD�=LHPHƁQLHFH��&RQVHUYDWLRQ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�*XLGHOLQHV�RI�WKH�+LVWRULF�*UHHQ�6WUXFWXUH�RI�'XNH�-DFRE·V�&DQDO

changes when arriving from one part to another. Each element 
has information about its local context and the whole. The urban 
environment becomes a noticeable and recognizable place if it 
is designed clearly and understandably for the users so that they 
can give it their own meaning and connection to the surrounding.
,Q�RUGHU�WR�FUHDWH�LQWHJULW\�RI�DQ�LQKDELWHG�DUHD��WKH�DHVWKHWLFDO�

quality of spatial form is dependent on the scale of this shape. It 
also applies to the successful networks of the green structure in 
WKH�XUEDQ�HQYLURQPHQW��VWUHHW�SODQWLQJV��VTXDUHV��SDUNV��PDQVLRQ�
JDUGHQV��ZHGJH�VKDSHG�IRUHVW�SDUN�DUHDV��HWF���
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