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The verb is viewed as one of the central language units in many linguistic theories. Research   has been carried out with the aim of examining the role of the verb in the structure of English sentence.


With the dissemination of ideas of semantic syntax it is assumed that a verb is a structural and semantic centre of the sentence (Helbig, 1992; Seuren, 1996). Within this approach it is believed that sentence structure lies in the semantics of the verbal predicate. The verb not only names any concrete action, i.e., it is a unit of lexical, conceptual nomination but also predicts the meaning of an overall situation. In other words, the verb predicts a set of participants of the situation, their role status and hierarchy. In this context the situation is regarded as a fragment of a non-language reality which a sentence describes. The sentence reflects some part of the fragment of the situation described by a passage of the text. This part of the situation can be called a micro-situation. The term “participants of the situation” implies persons and objects involved in the situation (Maslov, 1987: 179).


The capacity of the verb to collocate with other elements of the sentence specifying its semantic-syntactic roles is called a valency. The number of elements collocating with the verb in terms of its semantic-syntactic roles is determined by the lexical-semantic class of the verb.

From a grammatical perspective the verb has more morphological characteristics than other parts of speech. Verbal grammatical categories of tense and aspect have text-producing features which ensure textual unity and cohesion, logic of statement, text type (e.g., narrative, description, and argument), etc.

In terms of the theme/rheme division of the sentence the verb in the syntactic function of the predicate of the sentence belongs to the rhematic part of the sentence providing a theme/rheme progression of the text.


However, the role of the verb conveying meaning in textual structure has not been explored profoundly enough, in particular its relationship with linear structure of the text in the light of teaching the skills of creative writing.


It is worth noting that development of the meaning across a text can be represented by types of relationship between the objects of the situation described in the text. In other words, the surface meaning of the text is the events that the text tells about and unfolds as it proceeds from beginning to end.


Textual structure is the way topics and ideas of the text are arranged by the writer. Surface structure of the text   has some grammatical dependence, while deep structure of the text – conceptual and propositional relations (Beaugrande & Dressler, 1981). It is assumed that structure “shapes” meaning of the text.


The findings of the study can have implications for ELT. Key verbal-nominal collocations may be used for the development of the skills of creative writing, in particular short story writing at tertiary level. For example, verbal-nominal combinations could be applied in the process of constructing the plot of a short story that is the way it unfolds through different events and actions.  The events typically involve a number of characters who experience some type of conflict in a particular setting.


We assume that the learners can work out the sequence of events of a short story through sessions of brainstorming. They should consider the effect and purpose of the sequence to develop a more meaningful story. The students can work in pairs and / or groups to create their texts as a creative process should be seen as a chance to work on developing their skill in writing and to exercise their imagination.

In our view, it is useful to show the learners that the same list of verbal predicates interconnected by key nouns can be given a range of different interpretations depending on a particular group of learners, proficiency level, psychological features, background knowledge, individuality of thinking, etc. It is vital that their interpretations will be within the range of correct if they have understood the meaning of various verbal-nominal collocations.
References:
1. Beaugrande, R.-A. de and W.U. Dressler (1981) Introduction to Text Linguistics. London and New York: Longman
2. Helbig, G. (1992) Probleme der Valenz - und Kasustheorie. Tübingen: Niemeyer

3. Маслов, Ю.С. (1987) Введение в языкознание: Учебное пособие для филол. спец. вузов. М.: Высшая школа
4. Seuren, P. (1996) Semantic Syntax. Oxford / Cambridge (Mass): Blackwell Publishers

PAGE  
2

